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Punching above its weight class, this new entry carbine

16" LIGHTWEIGHT CHROME MOLY
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OMPENSATED PISTOLS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN
H surrounded by significant argument

when applied to defensive or carry use.
I recall arguments surrounding compensated (or
ported) semi-autos twenty years ago, revolvers
longer than that. A couple local agencies used
them on their SWAT team. After setting some
clothing and gear on fire they faded from favor
but they worked. Muzzle rise was less, as was
felt recoil, especially on the short .40 calibers.
Most were ported barrels with cuts in the slide.
External compensators were mostly competi-
tion affairs, adding length to what were long
pistols to begin with. When they did not come
loose or get shot off the barrel they worked
great and remain the mainstay of very high-end
race guns. Until recently they remained mostly
competition devices, but changes in machining
and design have brought them back to the carry
pistol, adding another option for taming recoil
and muzzle rise, matching the improvements in
current ammunition.

COMPS AND BRAKES

MANY COMPETITION PISTOLS USE COMPENSATORS
and brakes, most carry designs focus on compen-
sation only. Ports face up and compensate for
muzzle rise with some recoil mitigation. A few

.

SPECIFICATIONS
brakes are out there Cauer: .45 ACP
in niche handguns ACTION:  SINGLE-ACTION, SEMI-AUTOMATIC
for “tactical” purpos- FiNisH: ~ STEEL SLIDE AND FRAME
es, but moft Seem Grips:  RaiscaLes AGENT 1
gior ehp rlo?uelrﬁ?c SiGHTS:  HEINE LEDGE BLACK REAR, GOLD BEAD FRONT
an nelprul, like a
IR BarreL: 3.9 INCHES/5.0 INCHES INCLUDING COMPENSATOR
"
a problem. Screw- LenetH 847
ing a brake on the WEIGHT 45 OUNCES (LOADED)
end of your threaded MSRP:  $4,199.00
barrel does not always
prove helpful or safe,

but compensated pistols, especially 1911-style
designs, are catching on. Unlike add-ons, they are
designed from the ground up and are permanent-
ly attached, eliminating the most critical issue.
Contoured to match the rest of the pistol they
are seamless, even unnoticeable in many cases.

In the case of a 1911, they match the length of a
full-sized pistol using a commander-length barrel
(4”). That means they fit in your holsters and are
more than capable of comfortable, every-day car-
ry. Available in 9mm and .45 ACP, Nighthawk
Custom’s Firehawk is a perfect example.

NIGHTHAWK FIREHAWK .45 ACP

NIGHTHAWK’S FIREHAWK USES A PROPRIETARY
compensator designed specifically for this pistol.
Using a government frame, it is expertly check-
ered at 25 LPI on the mainspring housing and
front strap. Its single-piece magwell is blended
to the frame with a slight taper at the rear for
concealed carry. The trigger is curved and solid
measuring a crisp 3.7 pounds. Available in black
or stainless steel, my test pistol is black using
grips developed by Railscails for the Night-
hawk Agent 1 1911. Machined from premium
G10, they use the honeycomb pattern found

on Railscails handguard panels for the AR. The
slide stop is beveled and recessed for a clean look.
The safety is single sided but can be ordered in
an ambidextrous model. The magazine release is
slightly extended and serrated. The front strap
uses an ultra-high-cut grip safety with the typical
bump at the bottom.

The slide includes a French border, a very
nice touch that lines up nicely with the com-
pensator. The rear of the slide is serrated, with
a smooth top and includes a Heine ledge rear
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sight with no dots or inserts. Rear cock-
ing serrations are wide and easy to access.
Its 3.9-inch bull barrel is threaded specif-
ically for the 1.1-inch long compensator
to facilitate final alignment. Once assem-
bled it is permanent. A single port has

been shaped to insure proper compensa-
tion without disturbing the shooter. The
front sight—an 18k gold bead—sits in a
dovetail on the compensator. The guide
rod is solid, with a return spring custom
designed to use a reverse plug. Lots of
moving parts here, including the effect
of the port. Slide timing is everything
when it comes to reliability, so it was all
designed specifically for this pistol.

1—PERMANENTLY ATTACHED TO
THE PISTOL’S 3.90-INCH BULL
BARREL—AND MACHINED TO AP-
PEAR AS A CONTINUOUS, ONE-PIECE
GOVERNMENT-LENGTH SLIDE WHEN
IN BATTERY—IS THE FIREHAWK-SPE-
CIFIC, SINGLE-PORT, 1.10-INCH-
LONG COMPENSATOR TO WHICH THE
PISTOL WAS TUNED TO FLAT AND
RELIABLE WITH, NO MATTER WHAT
AMMUNITION IS USED. SLIDE-TO-
FRAME FIT IS BALL-BEARING SMOOTH
AND THE FIREHAWK IS AVAILABLE IN
EITHER 9MM OR 45ACP.

RANGE TIME
COMPENSATING LOW VELOCITY CARTRIDGES
like the .45 ACP has always been contro-
versial. Ports and compensators tend to
work better the hotter the ammunition,
not something typically thought of with
the mighty .45. Well, times have changed,
with several stout loads suitable for factory
pistols. Having tested a similar pistol in a
couple different schools over the last year,
these loads have proven excellent. Barnes
TAC-XPD uses a 185-grain bullet at 1.000
f.p.s.; Doubletap’s 185-grain bonded load
makes over 1,100 f.p.s. from this barrel.
They also make a 160-grain load using the

Ammunition

WE SELL DEALER DIRECT
WWW.BLACK-HILLS.COM | 605.348.5150

fwleil >
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2—A SERRAT-
ED, SINGLE-SID-
ED THUMB
SAFETY, SMOOTH
SLIDE-STOP AND
CHECKERED MAG-
AZINE RELEASE
ROUND OUT

THE EXTENDED
CONTROLS.
SERRATIONS

ON THE REAR

OF THE HEINIE
LEDGE REAR
SIGHT CONTINUE
DOWN THE BACK
OF THE SLIDE

TO COMPLETELY
KILL GLARE. THE
ENTIRE PISTOL
HAS BEEN DE-
HORNED FOR
CARRY AND WIDE
AND DEEP-CUT
REAR COCKING
SERRATIONS
PROVIDE PLENTY
OF TRACTION
FOR RACKING
THE SLIDE.

MAKE IT XOURS: FOR "LIFE:

INCLUDES (1|

TRANSFERABLE o
LIFETIME WARRANTY / ,{

’ .|I| _Illll

FROM WINDHAM

CEASSICEEATURES |

Yncdloam Wby MADE IN
cagaal 2% THE USA

SUEL LT LG 8H W G

WINDHAMWEAPONRY.COM
TOLL FREE: 1.855.808.1888
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Barnes TAC-XP bullet that measured 1,150 f.p.s.
Ballistics testing on these loads has been impres-
sive, but they are a handful out of a standard
pistol, making the compensator very helpful.

Even the slowest of the loads tested was
noticeably softer through the Firehawk. Accuracy
was excellent, with my best group being accom-
plished using the Barnes 185-grain TAC-XPD.
My best group measured a bit under 1.5 inches
at 25 yards. Nothing was outside 2.0 inches at
25 yards. including the hottest loads. Double-
tap’s 160-grain TAC-XP was pretty much POA/
POI at 25 yards with a slightly higher hold at 50
yards. This load shot flat (and so does this pistol)
and is my go-to .45 ACP carry load. Overall,
muzzle rise is noticeably tamed—especially
during rapid fire at close range—and offered
similar recoil characteristics to a standard 4-inch
9mm 1911. Cutting a single hole at 10 yards is
pretty easy with this pistol, as are fist-sized groups
on the move. A gold bead front sight sits atop all
my carry 1911s. It’s my favorite, but probably is
not for everyone. In the right light they are easy
to see (shaded not so much), but they will not
break or typically fall out. Not to worry, howev-
er. If you prefer you can order the Firechawk with
either a fiber optic or tritium front sight.

Pistols are all about slide timing when it comes
to proper operation. Adding weight to the muzzle
end and compensation can really mess with reli-
ability. Loads from 230-grain hardball to the hot-
test lightweight loads all ran perfectly with several
different magazines. Slower ammunition resulted
in a slight but noticeably slower slide speed and
less enthusiastic ejection, but it ran it all lock-

ing open on the last round. Adding aftermarket
compensators seldom yields these kinds of results,
a testament to building a pistol ground up, and
Nighthawk’s attention to detail with the Firehawk.

CONSIDERATIONS

THIS PISTOL IS LOUD. PHYSICS APPLY AND SENDING
a blast straight up makes it louder. At arm’s
length it’s not bad, but move closer to a position
of retention and you notice and feel it. Oppres-
sive? Not really, but noticeable for sure. Would
it interfere in a fight? Depends on who you are
and the fight, but it is something to be aware of.
Whether you will see any debris is more about
the ammunition. Cheap reloads using dirty
powder will probably spray you a bit, none of
the carry ammunition tested pelted me with
anything. Same thing is true when it comes to
flash. Hornady’s 220-grain Critical Duty had no
flash to speak of, same with the Federal HST,
Doubletap and Barnes. Quality duty or carry
ammunition uses low-flash powders by design.
Practice ammunition not so much—a noticeable
ball of lame was common. Just the facts of life
with any pistol. Compensated models just send it
in a different direction.

All my testing was completed using my Simply
Rugged dress holster and magazine pouch, which
seemed appropriate using a pistol costing $4,000,
and it looked really nice. Fit was perfect along,
as were my Milt Sparks, Mitch Rosen and four
or five other full-size 1911 holsters. If you carry
a full-size 1911, this will feel exactly the same,
including the weight. Loaded carry weight is in the
45- to 47-ounce range depending on ammunition
and whether you carry 8+1 or only 8 rounds. Use
a solid, well-built holster and thick, purpose-built
belt for the greatest security and comfort. Having
carried full size 1911s for 30 years, the right carry
rig is well worth the investment.

3—WHEN YOU MAKE THIS LEVEL OF INVESTMENT
THERE'S A CORRESPONDING LEVEL OF DOWNRANGE
PRECISION EXPECTED, AND NIGHTHAWK NEVER
DISAPPOINTS IN THIS DEPARTMENT... THE COMPED
FIREHAWK IS NO EXCEPTION.

2

1—THE BLACK VELociry (FPS) Best Group
VERSION (ALSO
AVAILABLE IN DouBLETAP 1 ,1 80 1.65"
STAINLESS STEEL) 160-GRAIN +P BARNES
IS FITTED WITH BARNES 987 1.50"
THE SAME G10 TAC-XPD 185-GraiN +P
GRIP PANELS AS Buack HiLs 1,275 1.85"
;\HE COIV;PANY ) 135-GRAIN +P HP
GENT 1 PISTOL,

! UNDERWOOD 1,385 2.00"
AND BETWEEN 120 +PXD
THE GRIPS AND GRAIN
EXPERTLY CUT 25 DousLeTaP 1,150 1.70"
L.P.l. cHECK- 180-GRAIN BONDED
ERING ON THE BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELOCITY IN FEET PER SECOND (F.P.5.) BY PRO CHRONY DIGITAL
FRONT AND REAR CHRONOGRAPH. ACCURACY IN INCHES FOR 5-SHOT GROUPS AT 255 YARDS FIRED FROM A REST.
STRAP, TRACTION
S NEVER AT A FINAL THOUGHTS
DEFICIT. THE ONE- NIGHTHAWK MAKES SOME OF THE NICEST AND WELL-BUILT

1911 pistols on the planet. Fit and finish are excellent,
PIECE MAINSPRING K . . . . .
HOUSING EXTENDS slide-to-frame fit is ball-bearing smooth, the trigger is crisp
and predictable. Using a similarly equipped .45 caliber pis-

DOWN TO FORM tol for a couple close-quarter schools, I would not hesitate
A GENEROUSLY a second to carry this one. Blast is an issue, just not a big
FLARED MAGWELL. enough issue to deter me when a full-size fighting pistol is

required. There is just something about a 160-grain Barnes
solid copper bullet making close to 1,200 f.p.s. at your side
that is comforting. If you carry a full-size 1911 now and 1
want the added benefit of a compensator that will fit in

| your current holsters this is an outstanding option. Retail

price is $4,199, and it ships with three magazines in a very
nice nylon case. No matter what, it’s hard to go wrong
with a Nighthawk Custom 1911, and this Firehawk is no
exception. See the new Firehawk at your nearest dealer,

or for more information contact NGHTHRAWK CUSTOM; Tel.:
(870) 423-4867; E-mail: info@nighthawkcustom.com;
Web: WINW.NIGHTHAWKCUSTOM.COM

S

2—S0 DOES THE COMP WORK? ABSOLUTELY—ESPECIALLY
WITH THE HIGH-VELOCITY LOADS. RECOIL WAS SOFTER AND. .

MUZZLE RISE MUCH LESS PRONOUNCED AS COMPARED TOA
NON-COMPED .45 ACP 1911. THE FIREHAWK RAN FLAW-"
LESSLY WITH BOTH HIGH- AND LOW-VELOCITY AMMO—A TES-

12

TAMENT To, NIGHTHAWK'S TUNING AND ATTENTION.TO.DETAIL.
; . —
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/ OST PEOPLE WALKING PAST THE MOSSBERG BOOTH AT THE
] . 2019 SHOT show have said “Hey, they got into pistols
this year”. However, those that know their history would
be more correct in saying “Hey, they got back into pistols this year”.
The latter statement is absolutely true, as the company jumped into
the firearm industry with its very first gun being a pistol. Back in 1919
Mossberg introduced the Brownie, which was a simple, 4-shot pocket
pistol chambered in .22 LR. With a price tag of 6 bucks it certainly was
= - attractive and established Mossberg’s business model as what we know
. today—more bang for your buck. Mossberg has been delivering that for
100 years on the nose at the time of this writing. So why not celebrate
1— MOSSBERG’S NEW TRIGGER IS EASY TO USE AND INTUITIVE. THERE IS NO EXTERNAL SAFETY, JUST POINT AND SQUEEZE. Mosrt

SHOOTERS WILL FIND IT VERY EASY TO PERFORM A DOUBLE TAP, A GREAT ATTRIBUTE OF A STRAIGHT TRIGGER SYSTEM. THE KNURLED
MAGAZINE-RELEASE BUTTON AND SERRATED SLIDE STOP ARE SUFFICIENTLY BIG AND WELL PLACED FOR EASY OPERATION.

m AMBIDEXTROUS
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| THE BARREL AND
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L NECESSARY AND THE

by getting back to your roots and introduce a new pistol?!

The introduction of the MClsc ($425 to $686) brings
Mossberg’s entire line of pistols up to just two. The new CCW
pistol made quite a splash, both at industry day on the range and
in the Mossberg booth, so we couldn’t wait to get our hands on
a sample to run it through its paces.

At first glance Mossberg’s new pistol might look like just
about any other polymer-framed, striker-fired gun on the
market. That was my initial impression until I was able to wrap
my fingers around it. The first thing you will notice is that the
grip angle is different from anything else you may have picked

up. This angle is a little more obtuse than a 1911, but not quite P320 reliability and XSERIES performance in a
“Glock obtuse”. I thought this was a great idea, as there is a need new compact package.

for something to bridge that gap for those who don’t find either The P22

extreme comfortable. Evaluating the grip I noticed that they did :

something very interesting—they limited the locations coverage c and | ternal magwell

of the grip texturing. Right where your fingers land you will ; and high undercut trig

find a mildly aggressive textured surface, however it is smooth XCOMPAC . ate ¢
where there isn’t any friction generated. This is done, no doub,
to make it more comfortable when carrying, particularly if you
are using a minimalist holster that allows the gun to rub against
your skin. To keep costs down the design does not have inter-

2—UP FRONT YOU’LL FIND FORWARD COCKING SERRATIONS Completely redesigned XSERIES grip module
AND A ROUNDED, SNAG-FREE PROFILE ON THE FRONT OF THE barrel and XSERIES slide with enhanced serrations
SLIDE. THE STAINLESS-STEEL 3.40-INCH BARREL IS DLC ¥3 day/night front sight with rear night sight piate

COATED AND BUTTON-RIFLED AT 6-GROOVES. SLIDE IS ALSO Optics ready rear sight |
STAINLESS-STEEL/DLC COATED. Two (2) 15-rd magazines

3— MOSSBERG BUILT THEIR NEW PISTOL WITH GRIP WHERE
YOU WANT IT AND NOTHING WHERE YOU DON'T. THE TRITIUM
NIGHT SIGHTS FRoM TRUGLQO ARE AN AVAILABLE OPTION
AND SHOULD BE STRONGLY CONSIDERED, ESPECIALLY IF THIS IS ﬁﬂ?[ﬁf SaRaas oo

GOING TO BE A HOME DEFENSE GUN.

18 ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM
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changeable backstraps, however they settled on some
great dimensions for the ergonomics and palm swell to
fit nearly everybody.

With the gun in hand I ¢jected the magazine and
was surprised to see it was of the new translucent design,
allowing you to see how many of your seven rounds are
remaining in the extended magazine, or how many are
left in the flush-fit 6-round magazine. The magazines
did indeed drop free; in fact they were aggressively
ejected out of the magazine well, and this will always
earn points in my book. Reaching up to rack the slide
and check the chamber I noticed some of the most
aggressive slide serrations my hand has ever felt. I work
for a living, but those with softer hands may find it a bit
too much. Once cracked open I did a quick chamber
check, indexed a point of aim in a safe direction and
pressed out. The grip angle actually worked very well for
me, and I am a hardcore 1911 grip kind of guy. While
certainly not a mid-size gun, the MClsc is one of the
largest in this class, making it very pointable, and soon

1— THE MC15C SHIPS WITH TWO

2381760 I CLEAR-COUNT MAGAZINES. THE

EXTENDED MAGAZINE ALLOWS FOR

=
G DLD bd DDT'._ | A LARGER HAND AND OFFERS A 7TH
R 1

ROUND. THE FLUSH FIT 6-ROUND MAG-

PERSONAL PROTECTION AZINE HELPS TO KEEP THE GUN FROM

PRINTING THROUGH FORM-FITTING
* CLOTHING.

HOL L CHOICE 1M LAW ENFORCEMENT

2—THE 124-GR. Speer GoLp Dors

AN S WERE EXCEPTIONALLY-GOOD PER-

124 GR - FORMERS ouT oF THE MC1sc, ALBEIT

WITH A LOWER-THAN-IDEAL POINT OF
IMPACT.

3—THE AUTHOR FOUND THE NEW
MC1 LARGE ENOUGH TO SHOOT WELL

ading AND MORE! AND TO COMFORTABLY PUT IN THE

ruction.com

—_— 4

NECESSARY AMOUNT PRACTICE IN WITH,
YET STILL SMALL ENOUGH TO BE EASILY
CONCEALABLE FOR EVERYDAY CARRY.

we would find out, shootable.
For range day we took it out for a bit of
group testing to see what rounds ran well NG

AcCcURAcY

through it, and then some defensive-style 117-r. JHP

shooting where we utilized a champion 66%
IPSC target ($109.99) as well as a Newbold AcuiLa

Hang TUFF synthetic gong ($26.99). I like  |RPARLEZI]

Worst AVERAGE

2.69 2.56

3.37 2.87

2.93 2.31

3.62 3.43

my steel for practicing past 10 yards with a Biack HilLs

§tandard caliber pistol, and I like Fhe synthet— 100-Gr. HONEY BADGER
ic gongs for when I want to practice within

realistic defensive distances, as they are safe Brack HiLs

to shoot up close. Raising my sights up on 115-Gr. FMJ

paper really allowed me to get a feel for the FEDERAL SYNTECH 2.12 2.61 2.25

3-dot TRUGLO Tritium PRO sights that 147-Gr. TSJ

my sample was equipped with. From a rested

position I fired five 5-shot groups with a SPEER

1.06 1.81 1.37

variety of ammunition from Federal, Aguila, 125-6r. GDHP

Speer and Black Hills. All rounds cycled fine,
including hollow points, and the unortho-
dox honey badger rounds from Black Hills.
POI was about 3 to 4 inches low depending on ammo,

but in a defensive pistol this isn’t terribly important. We
saw respectable accuracy with all, but noticed exceptional
grouping with the 124-gr. Speer Gold Dots.

The straight profile trigger on the MClsc is very dif-
ferent from most other firearms. Once the integral blade
safety was depressed, it broke with just a touch of creep
at 5 Ib. 14 oz. as measured on our Lyman Digital Trigger
Pull Gauge ($61.95). I noticed a little bit of over-travel,
but it isn’t a match pistol so most people would not
complain about that for its intended purpose. Moving on
to some practical shooting, I hung the Newbold Target at
just 5 yards and practiced drawing from both a 31 OWB
holster ($70.00) and a 3i IWB holster ($50.00). Both
carry methods still lent me more than 80% accuracy
with draw times of around 1.25 seconds. The rounded
corners of Mossberg’s new pistol didn’t bug me too much
against the skin, and I didn’t experience any snags when
stripping my carry garment. The size was a little large
for inside the waistband carry for my taste, but it was a
terrific outside the waistband option.

Disassembly was simple and safe, as it did not require
squeezing the trigger. This is a very desirable aspect, espe-

FivE 5-SHOT GROUPS FIRED AT 15 YARDS (IN INCHES)

cially when teaching a new shooter. It is refreshing to see
more and more guns on the market adopting this system.
Once you have ensured the firearm is unloaded by re-
moving the magazine and checking the chamber you just
lock the slide to the rear and then press the button on the
back plate. This allows you to remove it and then in turn
remove the striker assembly. With the striker assembly
removed the slide slips off of the front of the frame and
the guide rod/spring and barrel come right off without
any tools. After our 300-round test we had to clean just a
lictle bit of carbon out of the barrel and from around the
muzzle. We scrubbed the guide rails even though they
where relatively free of any debris or fouling. After a fast
lubrication we slipped it back together in the reverse order
without any trouble and were on our way.

While constantly innovating rifles and shotguns it was
refreshing to see Mossberg take a crack at a pistol again.
The end result was very pleasurable, large enough to shoot
but still small enough for everyday carry. Overall I found
the ergonomics and the aesthetics very pleasing and the
accuracy was certainly on par with other pistols in its class.
See it at your gun shop, or contact 0.F. MOSSBERG & SONS;
Tel.: (203) 230-5300; Web:

20  ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM

ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM 21



! Mew For 2019

JEFETSIVE
Handgun

Gear E Accessories

REAL AVID 4-IN-1 TOOL FOR GLOCK

FOR THE LAST TEN YEARS, REAL AVID HAS BEEN AN INDUSTRY
leader in top-quality firearm multi-tools, and one of their
latest innovations is the new 4-in-1 Tool for Glock. This
compact device holds four essential tools for any Glock owner.
Each tool snaps open and locks in place with the push of a
button. It lets you perform functions like removing pins,
changing out front sights, removing the slide-lock spring and
locking block and adjusting aftermarket rear sights. Individ-
ual tools include a 3/32” pin punch, micro Allen wrench for
aftermarket sights, magnetic 3/16” hex-nut
driver for front sights and a flat-blade
screwdriver for prying out the
W slide-lock spring. Priced at
$24.99, it’s a inexpensive
alternative to individual
gunsmith tools, and should
be in every Glock owner’s
field bag. Contact REAL AVID;
Tel.: (800) 286-0567; Web:
WWW.REALAVID.COM

BLACKHAWK T-SERIES HOLSTERS

PROUDLY DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE
U.S.A.,, the new T-Series holsters are the next evolution of
BLACKHAWK’s Master Grip Principle. As the user naturally
reaches down to draw on the holster his hand lands exactly
where it should to deploy the gun. With their streamlined,
thumb-activated retention releases, T-Series holsters keep your
firearm at the ready while maintaining total security. The
low-friction, dual-density internal material provides a smooth,
draw, while the exterior provides high-durability with a pro-
prietary glass reinforced nylon and soft-touch polymer liner.
Available in Level 2 ($129.95) and Level 3 ($149.95) retention
configurations, there’s a fit for any need. There are plans to
release compact, light-bearing, and RMR compatible versions

this year. Contact BLACKHAWK; Tel.: (763) 323-3862: Web:
WWW.BLACKHAWK.COM - 3 ’ .

BLACKHALUK -

BEAR AC-900-B4-B AUTO KNIFE

AUTO-OPENING KNIVES—A/K/A “SWITCH BLADES —ARE
becoming legal for civilian possession and carry in more states
every year. They became legal here in New Hampshire several
years ago, and that’s what a lot of us carry now. I believe the
new generation of legislators who grew up with ever-improv-
ing assisted-opening knives realized that auto-opening knives
offered so little advantage that banning them was no longer
necessary. If your state has come to its senses, one “switch
blade” you’ll want to consider is the new AC-900-B4-B from
Bear & Son Cutlery ($205.99). Weighing only 2.4 oz., the
AC-900-B4-B features a 2.75-inch hollow-ground blade
made from Sandvik 14C28N stainless steel, black G10 and
carbon fiber grips, push-button auto opening, safety lock and
reversible pocket clip. Overall length open is 6.5 inches. Over-
all, an outstanding little auto-knife from the ever-growing

Bear OPS line. Contact BEAR & SON CUTLERY; Tel.: (256) 435-
2227; Web: WIWWW.BEARANDSONGUTLERY.COM

S16 AR P365 BB PISTOL

THE NEW P365 BB PisToL FROM
the SIG AIR division ($99.99) is
modeled after the award-winning
SIG SAUER P365 centerfire, high
capacity, micro-compact, concealed
carry pistol. The CO,-powered, semi-au-
tomatic BB pistol features a realistic blow-back action and
is an exceptional training tool for personal defense. The
P365 BB pistol is designed to fit in P365 holster systems
| for easy practice of efficiently drawing from concealment.
The drop magazine holds 4.5mm (.177 cal) steel
. BBs and also houses the 12-gr. CO, cartridge
for fast reloading. The new P365 BB Pistol
will give P365 owners and others who carry
for personal protection a training tool of the
highest quality when a trip to the range for live fire is
not possible. The P365 BB Pistol has similar balance
and handling characteristics to the centerfire model
and holds 12-rounds for realistic training. Velocity
of the BBs is 295 f.p.s. Contact SI6 SAUER; Tel.: (603)
610-3000; Web: WWW.SIGSAUER.COM
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Federal Premiium < Apex Tacltical Solutions

CROSSBREED RECKONING HOLSTER

THE NEW RECKONING CONCEALED-CARRY HOLSTER FROM CROSS-
Breed features multiple retention adjustments, including the
ability to tighten the screws mounting the Kydex Pocket to the
leather backer, and a retention device installed directly under the
trigger guard. It can be worn inside the waistband on the strong
side, or in the appendix or cross draw positions. The
Reckoning can be easily converted to an outside

the waistband holster with simple hardware

swaps. It incorporates a

top-grain leather backer in

black cowhide, premium

horsehide or Founder’s

Series vegetable tanned

leather (shown.) It

provides the comfort

you've come to expect from Cross-

Breed, combined with fine-tun-

ing adjustment potential, and

customizations like an attach-

able mag carrier. CrossBreed

currently offers the Reckoning

for the most popular handguns

in the industry, and is continually \

adding new models. Pricing varies h‘

by model and features. Contact

CRUSSBREEU HOLSTERS; Tel.: (888) 732-

5011; Web: WIWW.CROSSBREEDHOLSTERS.COM

APEX TACTICAL SPECIALTIES FN 509 UPGRADES

APEX TACTICAL SPECIALTIES MAKES A VARIETY OF UPGRADED
components for the world-class FN 509 and FNS pistols, but
new for 2019 is a 4.00-inch 9mm threaded barrel ($219.95), a
Failure Resistant extractor ($45.95) and an FN 509 disassembly
fixture ($34.95). The 9mm, heat treated, stainless steel threaded
barrel has a black Melonite finish with contrasting stainless flutes.
It features a 1:10” twist rate designed to increase accuracy. The
thread pattern is 1/2-28 and a thread protector is included. This
barrel is a true drop-in and requires no fitting, and includes a
light recoil spring for use with a compensator. The Failure Resis-
tant extractor, which is also a direct drop-in replacement, is de-
signed to ensure consistent and reliable extraction under the most
adverse conditions. Machined from billet, heat-treated stainless
steel, critical engagement surface features Apex’s custom extractor

hook geometry and black nitride finished. The disassembly

fixture properly holds the FN 509 frame to locate a pin punch for
removal of the unlocking block pin. Contact APEX TAGTICAL SOLUTIONS;

Tel.: (623) 322-0200; Web: WIWW.APEXTACTICAL.COM

Trugio < LCrossbreed Holslers

FEDERAL SYNTECH TRAINING MATCH AMMUNITION

IF PRACTICE ISN’T REALISTIC, IT’S NOT REALLY
practice. Make range time matter with the
all-new Syntech Training Match, loads

that offer the same velocity, trajectory and
identical point of impact as equivalent Fed-
eral Premium Personal Defense HST and
Tactical HST duty ammunition. It features
the one-of-a-kind TS]J projectile, which

. uses a polymer jacket to elim-

inate metal fouling and

ing barrel heat, friction
{ and splash-back on hard
o targets. Its Federal-ex-
| clusive Catalyst primer provides
hot, reliable ignition without lead or other heavy metals,
making Syntech Training Match perfect for indoor
ranges. A purple jacket visually identifies this matched
training round. Fifty-round boxes of Federal Syntech
Training Match are available in 124- and 147-grain
9mm Luger, both at 1,150 f.p.s. ($19.95); 180-gr. .40
S&W at 1,010 f.p.s. ($25.95) and 230-gr. .45 ACP at
890 f.p.s. ($31.95. Contact FEDERAL PREMIUM; Tel.: (800)
998-8758; Web: WIW.FEDERALPREMIUM.COM

TRUGLO PISTOL RED-DOT SIGHT MOUNT

INSTALLING AN OPTIC ON A SEMI-AUTO

handgun used to require sending

the slide out to be machined to

accept the optic—a costly

operation that permanently

altered the gun’s slide. Now

there’s TRUGLQO’s new Pistol

Red-Dot Sight Mount ($58.99). This

mount takes advantage of the dovetail slot

to add an optic mounting base. Made from CNC-machined

billet steel, with lightening cuts to reduce weight, it’s treated

with a nitride FORTRESSeFINISH to resist corrosion and

match the finish of popular pistol slides. It is available for

Glocks (all double-stack models), Smith & Wesson M&P

(most models) and Ruger (Mark IT to Mark IV rimfire target

pistols). Two model configurations are designed to fit the

TRUGLO TRU*TEC Micro, Vortex Viper, Trijicon RMR,

and many other optics that share similar mount footprints.

On the Glock and M&P models, the
mount presses into the rear-sight
dovetail. The Ruger model replaces the
factory Picatinny rail. Contact TRUGLO;
Tel.: (888-8-TRUGLO); Web:
WWW.TRUGLO.COM
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Imrim Case—Guard ¢ Black Hills Amyimunition ¢ Rival Arms ¢ Desantis Gunhide

RIVAL ARMS PISTOL COMPONENTS AND ACCESSORIES

RIvAL ARMS, AN ADVANCED DESIGN, ENGINEERING, AND MANUfac-
turing operation headquartered in Dallas, Texas, makes premi-
um handgun components for do-it-yourself firearm enthusiasts
to build their ideal competition or personal protection pisol.
All Rival Arms parts—{rom barrels and coatings to sub-assem-
bly components—are made in the U.S. with
the highest-quality materials and
manufacturing standards.
Current Rival Arms prod-
uct lines center around the
GLOCK platform—specif-
ically, GLOCK models 19,
17, 22, 23, 34, and 43—with line ex-
pansions into other popular handgun
. platforms in the works. Their product
____:_-_—'.-- lineup includes precision slides, with
and without optic accommoda-
- tions, precision drop-in barrels,
— threaded and non-threaded,
precision strikers, high-perfor-
mance guide rod assemblies, slide
completion kits, frame pin kits, ex-
tended slide locks, two-piece flared
magwell assemblies, grip
'ﬂ? plugs,' r'nagaz%ne ex'tensions
and Tritium nighe sights.
For more information contact
RIVAL ARMS, via e-mail through
their website at WINW. RWA['ARMS com
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BLACK HILLS HONEY BADGER __-
115-GR. .40 S&W '

SEVERAL YEARS AGO Brack

Hills partnered with

Lehigh Defense to offer

their outstanding solid

copper alloy, ﬂuted non-hollow-point

bullets in factory optimized defensive ammunition. The idea
with these bullets is to eliminate the clogging of a hollow-point
cavity and resultant failure to effectively expand and/or penetrate
by employing four flutes cut into the forward part of the bullet
that cut and throw tissue laterally while spinning to double or
even triple the diameter of the wound cavity. New for 2019

is a 115-gr. .40 S&W Honey Badger load at 1,329 f.p.s. (448
ft.-lbs.) that penetrates over 15 inches into ballistic gelatin after
passing through a car windshield. Also new in the Honey Badger
line are a 125-gr. .44 Special at 1,250 f.p.s. (434 ft.-lbs.), a
325-gr. 45-70 at 1,775 f.p.s. (2,273 ft.-Ibs.) and a 100-gr. 9Imm
Luger at 1,300 f.p.s. (375 ft.-Ibs.). Contact BLACK HILLS AMMUNITION;
Tel.: (605) 348-5150; Web: WIWW.BLACK-HILLS.COM

MTM CASE-GARD TACTICAL 6-PISTOL CASE

MADE FROM HIGH-IMPACT POLYMER, MTM’s NEw TACTICAL
6-Pistol Case is designed to store and transport six semi-au-
to pistols in individual, Mil-Spec, deep-cut, high-density
foam slots. It also has cut-outs to store two extra magazines
vertically for each pistol. The lid

is lined with dimple foam for

additional protection, and is

triple tabbed for padlock use.

A water resistant, O-ring seal

guards against dirt and water in-

filtration. Molded-in carry handles

adorn each side of the case. You

can get it in any color you want, as

long as it’s dark gray. Outside

dimensions are 19” W x

15.75” Lx 8” H, and it

is guaranteed for five

years from the date

of purchase. Pricing

was not available at

press time. See it at

your gun shop, or con-

tact MTM MOLDED PRODUCTS;

Tel.: (937) 890-7461; Web:

IWWW.MTMCASE-GARD.COM

DESANTIS GUNHIDE VARIABLE 13 HOLSTER

FOR NEARLY FIVE DECADES, DESANTIS GUNHIDE HAS BEEN
developing, designing, and manufacturing the very best hand-
gun holsters money can buy. Just released at the 2019 SHOT
Show is their new Variable 13 Holster ($78.99), which is
available for the majority of popular firearms. The Variable
13 is a 50/50 flat molded OWB (outside the waistband)
holster made from the premium saddle leathe, and the flat
molding makes the Variable 13 ambidextrous. Removable
and reversible belt loops allow the wearer to adapt the holster
to his or her preferred carry configuration. The Variable 13 is
easily worn with either a straight or FBI cant, and features an
adjustable retention device. It is also compatible with the Y94
Tuckable IWB (inside the waistband) adapters ($14.99). The
Variable 13 comes in your choice of tan or black at the same
price, and is one of the most versatile and configureable belt
holsters we’ve come across. See it at your firearms retailer, or

for more information contact DESANTIS GUNHIDE; Tel.: (631) 841-
6300; Web: WWW.DESANTISHOLSTER.COM
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OPTICS READY
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M| osp10MM

Power is a matter of perspective and the all new XD-M* OSP”

*in 10mm delivers both in our most potent and

versatile platform. Optics ready out of the box, the XD-M* O5P™ in 10mm features a 15 +1 capacity,

threaded barrel, suppressor-height sights and three adapter plates to accept today's most popular optics.

DEFEND YOUR LEGACY
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HEN BILL WILSON INTRODUCED THE WILSON

m Combat EDC X9 in 2018, it resonated through
the market so authoritatively it became the company’s
best-selling pistol. Combining accuracy, reliability, and
just pure quality with easy recoil and a 15+1 capacity of
9mm, it’s easy to see why so many handgun connois-
seurs were happy to pay its $2,895 retail price. It’s also
easy to see why On Target magazine gave the EDC X9
an Editor’s Choice Award.

There wasn’t much to add, but Bill’s fertile mind came
up with something. This year’s NRA annual meeting saw
the introduction of a new version, the EDC X9L with

2—WWiLson’s TRri-Top SLIDE TREAT-
MENT LEAVES A SLIM, 40-LPI-SERRAT-
ED PLATFORM AT THE TOP OF THE SLIDE
FOR A QUICK, REDUCED-GLARE SIGHT
PICTURE. WILSON’S TRADEMARKED
ADJUSTABLE BATTLESIGHTS WORKED
GREAT ON THE X9L—THE BIG GREEN
FIBER OPTIC FRONT SIGHT WAS QUICK
FOR THE EYE TO CATCH.

30

1—THE same X-TAC cuTs FOUND ON THE

FRONT AND REAR STRAP OF THE FRAME CAN

BE FOUND PROVIDING TRACTION AS COCKING

SERRATIONS FORE AND AFT ON THE SLIDE. THE
AUTHOR FOUND THE X9L's CONTROLS POSI-
TIVE AND VERY EASY TO MANIPULATE. 30-LPI
SERRATIONS ARE CUT FROM THE REAR SIGHT TO
BOTTOM OF SLIDE TO REDUCE GLARE.

five-inch barrel and 18+1 capacity. I drove to the Wilson
Combeat plant at Berryville, Arkansas to join a few other
gun writers for a pre-NRA show introduction.

FIRST LOOK

THIS 1S BASICALLY THE ALREADY-HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL
EDC X09, extended. The first thing you notice is that
extra inch of barrel and slide. The original four-inch
barrel is fluted at the chamber area, as is this one, but
where the original has a coned barrel, the five-inch has
the conventional John Moses Browning 1911 bushing
system, without full length guide rod. This is a combi-
nation that makes takedown and reassembly easy. The
second immediately obvious difference is the longer
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EDC X9 - 1
FEDERAL D) SXhrecr.

SAVAGE

BETTER COMES STANDARD.

GRAIN ; -

TR e i

—

-f?_ 1— JMB styLE BUSHING, MADE TO WC's DE-
MANDING SPECS, IS PART OF THE X9L. MuzzLe
IS CROWNED FOR MAXIMUM ACCURACY. THERE
IS AN EXTENSIVE CHECKLIST OF STANDARDS MET
BEFORE EACH WILSON GUN IS SHIPPED.

2— THIS NEW, LARGER ITERATION OF THE X9
HoLDs 18+ 1 9mm ROUNDS IN 1Ts MECGAR
MAGAZINES, PRODUCED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WiLSON
CoMmBAT. THE ENLARGED MAGWELL, FLAWLESSLY
FITTED TO THE PISTOL’S ALUMINUM FRAME, NOT
ONLY EXPEDITES RELOADS, BUT HELPS TO LOCATE
AND PLANT YOUR FIRING HAND. G 10 STAR-
BURST GRIP PANELS LOOK/FEEL OUTSTANDING.

— R -

Gt That's the advantage built into every long range rifle stamped with our name. And with

MSR 10 LUNG RANGE

butt, accommodating the 18-round mag with
slight floorplate extension.

An aluminum frame gives this full-size
pistol a reasonable carry weight: 32.4 ounces
with empty magazine in place, on my
calibrated scale. Diamond pattern grasping
cuts at front and back of slide offer good
traction. The full grip has an excellent feel
in the hand. Wilson’s trademarked Battle
Sights, with a big green fiber optic front
and a generous U-notch rear, give a great

the industry's most complete and capable lineup, that's an advantage worth owning.

Find the long range rifle fit for your range. Only from Savage.

sight picture. The rugged rear adjustable sight
has a front ledge, allowing the shooter to
catch it on the edge of belt or holster to work
the slide one-hand-only in an emergency.
Where the original X9 has a fifteen-round
magazine adapted from the Walther PPQ,
the new one is built around an adaptation of
the 18-round Beretta 92 magazine produced

exclusively for Wilson by MecGar (Walther and
32

Beretta mags won’t

run in the X9, however, because of dif-
ferently placed cuts for the magazine catch.) A
robust mag well to speed up reloads is attached
to the five-inch gun’s grip frame.

Trigger pull weight, measured on a Lyman
digital scale, averaged 4.255 pounds, well
within “liability standards” for a single action
autoloader used for duty or defense purposes.

It’s also well within
“shootability” parameters, with a light
take-up, crisp release, and absence of backlash.

ACCURACY

I TesteD THE WiLson ComBaT X9L AT 25
yards from a Matrix rest on a concrete bench,

SAVAGEARMS.COM
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measuring each five-shot group once overall and again for
the best three, having long since learned that the second
measurement factors out unnoticed human error and
generally approximates what the same load will do for all
five from a machine rest.

The 115-grain was Federal’s 9BPLE jacketed hollow
point, rated for 1,300 foot-seconds velocity from a five-
inch barrel. From the Illinois State Police to the DeKalb
County Sheriff's Office back in the day, this “old school”
JHP earned an enviable reputation for “stopping power” in
its caliber. The test X9L put five of these bullets into 1.65”,
with the best three under an inch — 0.95”, to be exact.

The 124-grain selection was SIG’s V-Crown jacketed
hollow point. Its five-shot group ran 2.55”, due largely I
suspect to unnoticed shooter error, because four of them
went into barely more than half that, 1.30”. The best
three? One inch on the nose.

Winchester’s 147-grain subsonic 9mm ammo line
began in the 1980s with their OSM, or Olin Super Match
JHP, and has been famous for accuracy ever since. Our
test load was a practice round, Winchester’s 147-grain
brass enclosed base, and it lived up to its family reputation
with the best group of the test: five shots in an inch and a
quarter, the best three in exactly one half of one inch.

Clearly, this latest X9 is an accurate pistol. Point of
aim/point of impact coordinates showed it had left the
factory sighted for a six-o’clock hold, with the 147-grain
subsonic (as usual) grouping a little higher than the
lighter, faster rounds.

SHOOTING THE X9L

ALL OF US AT THE WRITERS’ SEMINAR WERE TURNED LOOSE
with an array of these pistols and a few thousand rounds
of ammo on Bill Wilson’s private

34 ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM

(and expansive) steel range in Arkansas. We were hitting
steel rifle plates regularly with them at a hundred yards,
which sort of predicted the excellent results I would later
get from On Targets test sample on the bench rest. Every-
one seemed very happy with the trigger pull. Dimensions
were good: from the five-foot female who participated to
the six-foot-plus guys with bear paws, the dimensions of
the EDC X9L were “right.”

With a 1911-ish pistol of this size and weight, recoil
with 9mm ammo was predictably a non-issue, and re-
covery in rapid fire was extremely fast. With increasingly
arthritic hands, this writer found the magazine release
easier than on the standard slim-grip 1911 frame, and
the magazine well on the new model practically sucked
the reload mag into the pistol. Those who closed the slide
with the slide lock lever found it shaped to be very fast
and absolutely positive, while I saw no fumbles among
those who preferred to perform this final element of the
reload with a slide tug. Bill Wilson, you must remember,
was a many time national champion in action shooting
when he had time to compete, and was once the captain
of the United States Team in the World Championships
of the International Practical Shooting Confederation.
Bill made his reputation with the 1911 pistol; he made
the company by crafting better 1911s, first as a custom
pistolsmith and later as a premium manufacturer; and he
knows exactly how to make them run better.

RELIABILITY

I’'vE HAD TWO EDC X9s IN THE PAST FOR EXTENSIVE
testing, and both worked 100% for a total round count
well into four figures. Every pistol that leaves the
Wilson Combat factory has a total of

T1— AUTHOR, ATTENDING AN
XOL unveiLinG EVENT AT WiLson COMBAT'S ARKANSAS FACILITY,
HAS KNOWN AND SHOT WiTH BiLL WiLSON, LEFT, FOR 40+ YEARS AND HAS LEARNED TO TRUST HIS PRODUCTS.

2—BETWEEN ITS 9MM CHAMBERING AND SIMPLY-OUTSTANDING
ERGONOMICS AND AMPLE GRIP TRACTION, RECOVERY DURING
RAPID FIRE IS EXTREMELY FAST WITH THE NEW FULLSIZE X9L

= N T

71 rounds put through it in function and accuracy testing, which has
to be an industry high water mark. That said, at the writer’s seminar,
there were a few feedway stoppages with the 18-round magazines. Bill
Wilson was there when it happened, and as you might imagine he and
his engineers got on top of it the next morning. He explained to me
shortly thereafter, “We traced the problem to dry, dirty and worn out
mag springs. We had been doing long term reliability testing with these
guns, then an extensive video shoot with them and apparently no one
thought it would be a good idea to clean and lube them or change the
recoil springs which had close to 5,000 rounds on them!!!”

CARRYING THE EDC X9L

Note THAT THE EDC (EVERY DAY CARRY) APPELLATION REMAINS ON
this larger X9. I wore it for a full day of coaching and shooting in a
Ky-Tac Kydex holster crafted for a standard five-inch 1911. Fast
draw, decent concealability, and no discomfort. I would not be
putting the “grippy” stippled grip-frame against bare skin under an
untucked shirt, however; that’s what undershirts are for.

BOTTOM LINE

THE MALFS SEEN IN EARLY TESTING APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN CLEARED UP,
allowing buyers of production five-inch EDC X9s to enjoy the
same reliability that has made the original four-inch model so huge-
ly popular among the serious shooters. Overall, this Wilson Combat pis-
tol exhibits excellent accuracy, shootability, and build quality that make
it worth its $2,995 MSRP. See the EDC X9 line at your nearest dealer,
or for more information, contact WILSON COMBAT; Tel.: (800) 955-4856;
Web: IWWW.WILSONCOMBAT.COM

-_—

WINCHEST,
S Wi, o

o 2m :
WS 1ot o oJGER o

& i no v,
T

3— THEEDC X9L

AT 25-YARDS USING WINCHESTER 147-GRAIN

BEB AMMUNITION. DOWNRANGE PRECISION HAS ALWAYS
BEEN INTEGRAL WiTH WiLson COMBAT FIREARMS.
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oalll M&P 2.

THREADED BARREL

GEMTECH
bM9 SUPPRESSOR

MITH AND WESSON’s M&P 2.0 1s
one of the most popular polymer
handguns on the market today. Designed
for enthusiast and working professional
alike it is light weight, accurate, reliable,

38  ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM
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S&WM&P 2.0 Trmeaoeo Basae, | 22 LR) was
introduced in the

AcTion: STRIKER FIRED early 1990s. They
CALIBER 9vm have been build-
BARREL LENGTH: 4.6 INCHES ing quality Sl

. pressors ever since.
OAL: 7.9 INCHES Smith and Wes-
WiptH: 1.3 INCHES son’s purchase of
WEIGHT: 25.3 OUNCES (EMPTY MAGAZINE) Gemtech in 2017
MSRP $599.00 has allowed them

and suitable for most any task. I still
have my first M&P full sized .45 ACP
purchased in 2007. It was followed by
the .45 ACP mid-size and spent 10 years
as a friends duty pistol. Since then I have
tested most every variant in all calibers
offered. The 2.0 is the culmination of
years of listening to customers and LE
users followed by improvements and
advancements. It offers one of the best
factory triggers along with a huge variety
of offerings. My test pistol is a standard
ull sized 2.0 in 9mm with the addition
of a threaded barrel and taller sights.

TESTING

GEMTECH 1S ONE OF THE LONGEST STANDING
suppressor companies in America today.
Their first suppressor, the Quantum-200

access to state of
the art machines and the backing of a
tier one American firearms manufacturer.
One of their most popular is the GM-9, a
light weight suppressor suitable for 9mm
or subsonic 300 BLK. Utilizing their
Multimount system it can be attached to
most any pistol or pistol-caliber carbine.
Weighing in at 8.7 ounces, it’s one of the
lightest tested. The 1.25” diameter allows
for use with many standard sight systems
and maintains a nice balance.

RANGE TIME

SINCE INTRODUCING THE 2.0 LINE THE
M&P has exhibited excellent accuracy in
9mm. Groups at 25 yards were in the 2
inch range with Federal’s 147-grain HST
producing the best group at 1.75 inch-
es. Taller sights made aiming very easy,
and most ammunition was pretty soft to
shoot. Pistol suppressors can add recoil
with hot ammunition and the Black Hills
124-grain and 115-grain +P were stout
and reliable, but with considerable blow
back. The trigger lends itself to accuracy,
the 2.0 version being the best yet placed
in an M&P, with a predictable, audible
and tactile reset. Take-up and over-
travel are minimal with a weight in the
5.5-pound range.

T—A TOTAL OF FOUR DIFFERENT-SIZED RE-
PLACEABLE BACKSTRAPS AND TWO 17-ROUND
MAGAZINES ARE INCLUDED IN THE BOX. GRIP
TEXTURING WILL BE SPOT-ON-PERFECT FOR
MOST—A DEFINITE M&P 2.0 STRONG SUIT.

FEATURED DETACHABLE
MAGAZINE SYSTEM
AND FIRE CONTROLS,
AVAILABLE WITH 3-

& &-ROUND MAGS

MODEL

a70
DM

THE FASTEST-LOADING
PUMP SHOTGUN EVER BUILT.

MODEL 870 DM MAGPUL

Am— —

LIFETIME

FIREARM WARRANTY

w

Intreducing the enly magazine-fed shotgun
builtanthe pedigres of the world's strongest,

“smoothest and most reliable pump shotgun,

The all-new Model 870 DM is the first
pump shotgun to incorporate the unmatched
reload speed and versatility of a detachable
madgazine. It's superior American innovation,
now produced with aerospace precizion and
backed by our Lifetime Warranty.

Remingion.

A NEW ERA
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This combination did not like the comfortable to use. Recoil was manage-
115-grain ammunition unless loaded to ~ able with one of the best carry
+P pressures. Each pistol and suppres- loads on the market today.
sor is different—there’s more going Another advantage was
on than most think. All the 124-grain cost, one of the lowest
ammunition ran fine, but the sweet combined with the pistol,
spot for this setup was the 147-grain retailing at $599.99 and
HST from Federal Premium. Consid- the GM-9 at $699.00.
ered one of the best self-defense loads Street price is a couple
available today, and widely used by law hundred dollars less
enforcement, it was accurate, reliable making it quite afford-
and soft shooting. It cycled the Ammo able. Both are proven
Inc 147-grain FMJ load, something designs from long standing
many other combinations would not, companies with superb customer
but you will need to stick to 124-grain service and top-notch warranties
bullets or heavier. making it an excellent choice.

Contact SMITH & WESSON; Tel.: (800) 2—TALL, SUPPRESSOR-HEIGHT WHITE-DOT
BnTTnM l’”E 331-0852; Web: SMITH-WESSON.COM SIGHTS ARE STANDARD ON THE THREAD-

GEMTECH’S GM-9 1S ONE OF THE ﬁ. ED-BARREL MODEL.
lightest and thinnest suppressors tested. ]
This made for a very handy setup,

about perfect for home defense, or any
applicable duty application. Work-
ing around cars and within inte-
rior spaces it was fast and

_ 3—AT 1.70-INCHES FOR FIVE SHOTS AT
=, 25-vARDs, FEDERAL'S 147-GR. HST LOAD
TOOK HOME TOP HONORS FROM THE BENCH.

o .

4—THE THREADED BARREL VERSION OF THE M&P 2.0
GETS A STAINLESS-STEEL, 4.6-INCH ARMORNITE COATED BARREL, y !-ll}' A

THREADED AT 1/2x28 AT THE MUZZLE. A REVISED AMBIDEXTROUS SLIDE rn%

STOP AND MAGAZINE RELEASE CAN BE FOUND ON THE 2.0 MODELS.

5— WEIGHING IN AT 8.7 OUNCES, THE GEMTECH GM 9 MAINTAINS A NICE BALANCE
AND IS ONE OF THE LIGHTEST SUPPRESSORS TESTED. ITS 1.25-INCH DIAMETER ALLOWS
FOR USE WITH MANY STANDARD-HEIGHT SIGHT SYSTEMS.

Nzezleyey GemtecH GM-9

Construction 7075 ALuminum
CALIBER Imm

LENGTH 7.5 INcHES
DIAMETER 1.25 INcHES

WEiGHT 8.7 OUNCES (WITH MODERATOR)

FLAG CHASSIS RIFLES
Assembled & Decorated in the USA
/ ” — Available in 6.5 Creedmoor & .308
FPrecision Rifles & Barreled Actions Complete Package as Shown!
MSRP $1,599

HCRA72507USK
6.5 CREED 24"

! i 4-16x50, 30mm
SUB;MoA #m.::.ﬁT WG CERANDTE (EmunoSurtus. bumoni'scoe

HCRA72507USG
6.5 CREED 24"

FLAG 1911 45 ACP
Assembled & Decorated in the USA
Complete Ammo can pa
MSRP $999

* Ammo can comes with Impact Foam Insert for storage of 1911 & 2 mags.

@ rapeL

GRAYSCALE RED, WHITE & BLUE BAZOOKA
CITC45FUSGAC CITC45FUSAAC CITC45FUSBAC

\EGAC) sato

SPDRTS e
INTERMNATIONAL® Learn more at www. legac}rsports COImn
g Dealer and Distributor Inquiries call 775-828-0555 l‘.l Wi
Call 800-553-4229 for a FREE 2019 Catalog =~

s e
REND CERAKDOTE
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AcTion: STRIKER FIRED

BARREL LENGTH: 4.6 INCHES

CZ P-10C Suppressor READY SILENCERCO

OMEGA 9K

SILENCERCO’S OMEGA
9K is one of the
shortest and lightest

I OAL: 8 INCHES pistol suppressors on
WEIGHT: 26 OUNCES the market today. It
J MSRP: $559 has proven reliable

designed for concealed carry, as well as on
and off duty use. The trigger is crisp with
less stacking than most striker-fired pistols
and measured a consistent 5 pounds. The
trigger guard is generous, allowing lots of
room for gloved hands. Built for hard use,

it can withstand most anything you can

Sl LE N c E RGO throw at it. The suppressor-capable models
UMEG A 9K SUPPR S UR add a threaded, 4.61-inch, cold-hammer-
forged barrel threaded 1/2 x 28. Taller
sights contain tritium—the front uses a
USA’s P10 has become one of the white outline, the rear is subdued. Flush-fit

most popular compact polymer magazines hold 15 rounds, with extended
9mm pistols on the market today. Known magazines holding 17 rounds available. My
for their ergonomics, quality trigger, and rich  test pistol is Urban Grey, a limited produc-
feature set for the price, they are liked by tion color that shipped with two 15-round
many. The P-10 C is their compact model magazines. Standard models are black and

ship with two 17-round magazines.

42 ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM

on several pistols
and a few 300BLK rifles. Pistons can be
swapped out for various thread patterns,
with direct-thread adapters used on car-
bines and 300 BLK rifles. At 7.2 ounces
and under 5 inches it keeps your pistol
light and handy to operate. Built from
Stellite and stainless steel, it is made to
last and handle the highest powered 9mm
ammunition. Full-auto rated, the Omega
9K is incredibly strong and durable for a
suppressor its size and weight. Its tubeless
design nets a rugged suppressor that’s only
1.47 inches in diameter that will hold up
to most anything. Not as quiet as some, it
is surprisingly so for its size.

RANGE TIME

CZ PISTOLS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ACCURATE,
and this P-10 C was no exception. Groups
were under 2.0 inches at 25 yards with ev-
erything tested. My best group came with
the Federal 147-grain HST with the sup-
pressor attached. Recoil is minimal and
the HST is one of the most widely used
bullets in law enforcement today. Right
behind it was the Hornady 135-grain +P
Critical Duty, another proven round that
was recently chosen by the FBI as their
+P service ammunition. The trigger
makes accuracy much easier with its

1—THE P-10 C sHips WiITH TWO
15-ROUND MAGAZINES AND THREE DIF-
FERENT SIZED REPLACEABLE PALM SWELLS

TO ACCOMMODATE VARIOUS HAND SIZES.

N
WHETHER YOU’RE DEFENDING FREEDOM OR ENJOYING IT,

g W B3 o R TR W R

OUR OPTICS ARE READY FOR ANYTHING.

'-"'". b

Trijicon RMR® TYPE 2

What we've learned from decades of deployment with
America’s greatest fighting forces, we've put back into
our technology for America’s greatest shooters.

 Upgraded electronics for increased survivability
+ Enhanced ruggedness for the toughest conditions
» Easily adjustable windage/elevation

Patented, concave housing shape for increased durability

Ideal for concealed carry and compatible with all RMR mounts
+ Available now

See the new technology at
Trijicon.com/RMR. =
on

Briliant Aiming Solutions™
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lighter pull and lack of significant take
up and predictable reset.

Everything used functioned perfectly
with the exception of the Ammo Inc
USA 147-grain subsonic. This is a light
recoiling round at only 1,000 f.p.s. that is
very quiet when suppressed. It just wasn’t
powerful enough to reliably cycle. Having
tested dozens of pistol suppressors over
the years, this is common with slow and/
or lightweight ammunition. It’s all about
weight and the piston design. Unsup-
pressed it ran perfectly and is incredibly
pleasant to shoot, an excellent round for
high round count classes or training. All
the other test ammunition ran perfectly
both suppressed and unsuppressed.

The pistol’s sights are easy to see and
tall enough for this 1.5-inch suppres-
sor. The top of the front sight sits just
above the Omega 9K. The rear sight is
designed to lessen snagging on clothing
or holsters and it will accom-

modate non-conventional reloads
and stoppage drills.

BOTTOM LINE

WEIGHING IN AT ONLY 26 OUNCES

the P-10 C, combined with the

Silencerco Omega 9K, remains

very handy. Unsuppressed

it conceals well; suppressed

it handles nicely with very

limited recoil. Grip texturing is

nicely done, allowing for a firm

grip without tearing your hands up

under hard use. At $559 ready 4 .
to suppress, it is one of the best PR

buys in a suppressor-ready pistol you will 2—TRITIUM-EQUIPPED, SUPPRES-
find. See it at your gun shop, or contact !

G T o S
IWWINL.CZ-USA.COM :
STOP IS AMBIDEXTROUS.

3—THEe CZ SHOT A VERY RESPECTABLE
1.55-INCH BEST GROUP WITH HORNADY'S
135-GR. +P CriticAL DuTY AMMUNITION.

4— THE supPRESSOR-CAPABLE P-10 C ADDS A THREADED, 4.6 1-INCH,
COLD-HAMMER-FORGED BARREL THREADED 1/2 x 28. STEEL, OVERSIZED
CONTROLS ARE WELL PLACED/SIZED AND PROVIDE GOOD TRACTION.

5—WitH SiLENCERCO’s comPACT OMEGA H
9K ATTACHED, THE P-10 C REMAINED A
SMALL, LIGHTWEIGHT AND HANDY PACKAGE.

2" x 2" Square

=
g }I'\.I:_.;il H :I '

NZaala @y SILENCERCO OMEGA 9K

CONSTRUCTION: ~ STELLITE AND STAINLESS STEEL

CALIBER: 9mm (300 BLK) FuLL-AUTO RATED i

LENGTH: 4.7 INcHES
DIAMETER: 1.48 IncHES
WEiGHT: 7.42 OuNces

N

ES

‘ [— - |

e L = MR,

= - =" & F )
= 1 A S,
s —_———— = ’ﬁpf e —— e
. = e el
= ————— =
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M4E1 LOWER | M4c1 UPPER | ENHANCED HANDGUARD
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SIG SAUER P320 TACOPS CARRY | light. User service-
able, it can be easily
) AcTION: STRIKER FIRED maintained when
b ¢ CALIBER: 9mm using rimfire am-
L BARREL LENGTH 4.6 INCHES munition or during
. i OAL: 7.9 INCHES round-intensive
] i WipTH: 1.3 INCHES training. Numerous
| o, WeiGHT: 26.5 OUNCES EMPTY boosters are available
ETTe—— MSRP: $830 to accommodate

interchangeable slides and grip frames,
the sky is the limit. One of the more
sought-after configurations is the TAC
OPS Carry. With its full-sized grip frame
and compact slide, the TAC OPS Carry
is perfect on or off duty. Four 21-round
extended magazines are supplied, and it
will accept standard-capacity 17-round
magazines. Suppressor-height night sights
complement the threaded barrel for sup-
pressor use. Retaining all the features the
P320 is known for, like a solid and crisp
trigger, soft recoil, and excellent accuracy,
the TAC OPS Carry is ready for anything.

SRD9 TITANIUM
PISTOL SUPPRESSOR

S1G SAUER’s SRD9
Titanium pistol sup-
pressor is the perfect
match for the P320
TAC OPS Carry.
Stainless steel baffles
keep it running for
a lifetime, and the
Grade 8 Titanium
outer tube keeps
it strong and

516 SAUER P320
TAC OPS CARRY

ol6 SAUER
SORY SUPPRESSOR

S I1G SAUER’S P320 IS INCREDIBLY VERSA-
tile. Designed with modularity at its

core, it can be configured or re-configured

to accomplish just about any task. Using

-"'t

most pistols, pistons
threaded in 1/2x28 and 13.5x 1 LH
are provided. A spacer is provided for
attachment to submachine guns or other
fixed-barrel weapons. At 7.2 inches, it re-
mains quiet while its 1.38-inch diameter
co-witnesses the sights well. At 9 ounces,
it remains light without sacrificing reli-
ability over several different platforms.

RANGE TIME

I HAVE BEEN USING AND TESTING THE P320
since its introduction in almost every
concealable configuration. Accuracy has
always been excellent, and the TAC OPS
Carry was no exception. Groups were
mostly in the sub 2”-inch range at 25
yards, with the best group at right around
1.75 inches using Sig Sauer’s’ 124-Grain
V-Crown. Sights were tall enough, and it
was pretty easy to aim properly at range,
while the white dots were very bright in
the sun. During close quarters drills with-
out the suppressor, the TAC OPS Carry
was very fast to target. The P320 trigger
remains one of my favorites with its solid
construction (no break or bend) and no
trigger mounted drop safety.

Reliability was excellent across a broad

I rwel i e

1—SIG sHips THE TACOPS CARRY MODEL WITH A
GENEROUS FOUR-COUNT OF 2 1-ROUND MAGAZINES.

BUTLER CREEK

ELECTRONIC
MAGAZINE LOADER

ARIS | MIG

23 REMINGTON, 5.56 x YSmm

LOADS 30 ROUNDS * OUAL POWER SUPPLY
IN 45 SECONDS “H LOAD ANYWHERE

SAVE YOUR THUMBS!
HANDS FREE LOADING

competitor and training facility this load
without getting sore thumbs. Just fill the hopper with loose rounds [60 round ca y)

> a button. THAT'S IT! The ASAP EML does

select the desired round count (1-40] and pr
the rest. Autor h round whi

a5 not get an

BORN FROM EXPERIENCE
(O SEE ASAP IN ACTION AT BUTLERCREEK.COM | I3
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range of ammunition when unsup-

tion it will do so for many years.

o | w
pressed, but a bit less so using the SRD9. I have been using a similar version of z ;
It would not cycle the slower 115-grain the TAC OPS for quite some time = | W
ammunition, and even some of the now, and it’s one of my favorite - :
faster loads would not consistently lock configurations. Utilizing a full-size < | &
the slide open on the last round. Move frame, it fits my hand very well. =T
up to 124-grain ammunition and it ran This is sort of a best of both g o
fine—the hotter the better. With the worlds setup. Short enough - ol -
147-grain Federal it was accurate and to carry concealed, yet with O s |5
reliable, and the subsonic load from plenty of features for tactical s =
Ammo Inc also functioned well. ops, including 21-round S = I =
magazines. If you want to take = g X [
BOTTOM LINE your P320 to the next level, or el Z
THERE ARE CERTAINLY LIGHTER SUPPRES- mounta SUPE’YCSSOf of your ChOiCC_’ o 2—TRITIUM-EQUIPPED, SUPPRESSOR- %
sors around, but most of those tend to this Sig Sauer P320 TACOPS Carry is just HEIGHT SIGLIGHT NIGHT SIGHTS ARE A
sacrifice reliability. Sig Sauer’s SRD9 is a the ticket! Contact SI6 SAUER; Tel.: (603) PART OF THE TACOPS PACKAGE dh ’Illk At
nice compromise, used on several pistols, 610-3000; Web: IWWW.SIGSAUER.COM ' . 4 |
it works when others will not. Balance is 3—THE TACOPS sHoT A BEST GROUP E
still excellent when mounted, especially to OF 1.75-INCHES UsING SIG'S owN i |
my SIG P229 or similar metal pistols. It 124-GRaIN V-CROWN LOAD. g &
worked great on the TACOPS — | a
and given its construc- 3. = i
3
N il
¥
- i
v ¥
v i
4— THE P320 TAC OPS CARRY SHIPS WITH A F |\
4.6-INCH STAINLESS-STEEL BARREL THREADED AT THE METRIC 13.5 X ! [ |
I'LEFT-HAND PITCH. AMBI SLIDE-STOP AND REVERSIBLE MAG RELEASE 1B
BUTTON ARE BOTH EXCEEDINGLY EASY TO MANIPULATE. 2" x 2" Square
I
g
=
5—THE STAINLESS-STEEL/TiTANIUM SIG SRD9 sup- ﬁ-"l g
PRESSOR IS AS RUGGED AS THEY COME, AND SHIPS WITH [T
BOTH 1/2x28 AND 13.5x1 LH PISTONS FOR MOUNTING ON -
MOST 9MM PISTOLS/SUB-GUNS. i
)
| l = \
SPECIFICATIONS !

CONSTRUCTION  TITANIUM AND STAINLESS STEEL

CALIBER Ivm I
LENGTH 7.2 INCHES { \
DIAMETER 1.38 INCHES i
WEeiGHT 9 OUNCES

|
;
SIG SAUER SRD9 | ‘ 7 WA\

48  ONTARGETMAGAZINE.
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LEARN MORE AT WWW.WILSONCOMBAT.COM
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FN509 TacticAL 9vm sgll_'f;l,lzfp' gfl; gna%ﬂ
AcTion: Striker FIrReo/DAO
. SUREFIRE’S RYDER 9T1
CALIBER: Ivm i
. (Titanium) suppressor
BARREL LENGTH: 4.5 INCHES was used for much of
OAL: 7.9 INCHES the testing. At a mere
WiptH: 1.35 INCHES 9.5 ounces, it works
WEIGHT: 27.9 OUNCES (EMPTY MAGAZINE) | well on a variety of
MSRP $1,049 pistols. Patented baffles

with the proven 509 features, including
some of the most extensive hard-use test-
ing in the industry, the 9mm 509 Tac-
tical ($1,049 in black or FDE) includes
FN’s Low-Profile Optics Mounting
System. You can mount more than ten
different red-dot sights that will co-wit-
ness with the Tritium-equipped, suppres-
sor-height sights. Suppressor installation
is easy and the design lends itself to
accommodating new sights. Wings pro-
tect the rear sight when a red-dot is not
used. The barrel length is 4.5 inches, cold
hammer forged and threaded at 1/2 x 28
for suppressor use. Two
24-round magazines
are included along

with a 17-round flush
fit. Controls are
fully ambidextrous
and the trigger
remains one of the
best duty-capa-
ble, striker-fired

triggers I have
tested.

FN 909 TAGTI

SUREFIRE RYDER
911 SUPPRESSOR

ASED ON THE PISTOL SUBMITTED FOR
. the Army’s Modular Handgun
trials, the FN America 509 Tactical adds

some significant features. Along

allow you to disas-
semble the Ryder for cleaning. Num-
bered and indexed with built-in spacers,
the Ryder 9T is easy to reassemble. Its
1.25” diameter means it can be used on
many pistols without adding taller sights.
Trijicon’s RMR RMO06 Type 2 with a 3.25
MOA dot was installed for RDS testing,.

It co-witnesses the sights perfectly and has
proven itself over thousands of rounds.
Dot size is about perfect for a pistol, allow-
ing for fast acquisition up close without
hindering accuracy at longer range. Sure-
fire’s XH35 was used for weapon-mounted
light testing. It’s beam pattern is about
petfect for clearing homes or other close
quarters environments in the dark.

RANGE TIME

ACCURACY WITH THIS PISTOL MATCHED
that of the first FN 509 tested, with my
ability to be accurate only enhanced with
the RMR. Zeroed at 50 yards, my groups
remained mostly inside the diameter of
my fist with the Hornady 135-grain +P
Ciritical Duty ammo, which proved to be
the most accurate. At 25 yards the group

50  ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM

1— Two 24-ROUND EXTENDED MAGAZINES, ONE
17-ROUND FLUSH FIT MAG, TWO DIFFERENT-SIZED PALM
SWELL’S AND A REDUCED-FORCE RECOIL SPRING FOR

LOW-POWERED/SUBSONIC LOADS (SHOULD THE FACTO-
RY-INSTALLED SPRING NOT OFFER THE IDEAL TUNE) CAN ALL
BE FOUND TUCKED IN THE PISTOL’S VERY-NICE SOFT CASE.

measured 1.5 inches. Everything was as accu-
rate with the Federal 147-grain HST coming
in right behind the Hornady.

Reliability both with and without
the suppressor was excellent. The only
ammunition it would not run consistently
suppressed was the 147-grain subsonic from
Ammo Inc USA. This is common, depend-
ing on the suppressor, and the design of
the piston used. Changing suppressors is
often the fix with low-powered or very light
ammunition. Removing the suppressor
eliminated any issues with the sub-sonics,
or anything else with or without the Sure-
fire X400 light/laser combination.

Swapping out the RDS was simple and
easily completed in the field. One of the best
aspects of the design is the lack of the need for
locking compound. Pick the right plates and
screws and it locks in place. Over the course
of several hundred rounds it never shot loose.
Iron sights are easy to see in daylight with a
visible dot in the front and subdued rear. Pro-
tective wings do not interfere with non-con-
ventional reloads or stoppage drills.

UNINTENTIONALLY ENGAGE.

4—FN’s 509 TACTICAL COMES EQUIPPED WITH A 4.5-INCH, COLD
HAMMER FORGED BARREL THREADED AT 1/2 x 28. THE AMBIDEXTROUS SLIDE
STOP AND MAGAZINE RELEASE PROVED EASY TO MANIPULATE AND NEAR IMPOSSIBLE TO

BOTTOM LINE

I FOUND THIS PISTOL HARD TO PUT
down. It reminded me of my initial
testing of the 509 a couple years
ago. The trigger really suits
me, and averaged 6.0 pounds
pull weight with a consistent
break and reset. While it
uses a trigger-mounted
drop safety it does not
feel like it, unlike those
with levers in the middle.
Having 24-round maga-
zines makes it perfectly suited
for a team environment, and
it will accommodate lights,
lasers, suppressors and a red-dot sight.

It just doesn’t get any more versatile than  2—FN’s PATENTED Low-PRoFiLe OPTICS
that! See it at your dealer or for more in-  MOUNTING SYSTEM ALLOWS MORE THAN TEN
formation contact FNAMERICA; Tel.: (703) DIFFERENT COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE OPTICS
288-3500; Web: INWI.FNAMERICA.COM 70 BE MOUNTED ( TRIJICON RMR PICTURED.)
TRITIUM‘EQU/PPED, SUPPRESSOR-HEIGHT SIGHTS
ARE PART OF THE PACKAGE.

3— HornADY's 135-GRAIN +P CRiTicAL
»  Duty AMMO TOOK HOME TOP ACCURACY HON-
ORS, PRINTING THIS 1.50-INCH 25-YARD GROUP.

2" x 2" Square

SPECIFICATIONS ARl 81 g

3
‘ ConsTRUCTION:  TITANIUM AND STAINLESS STEEL ; £
| CALIBER: Imm ™
LENGTH: 7.6 INCHES

| DIAMETER: 1.25 INCHES
WEiGHT: 9.5 OUNCES

2

-i w 4 ‘ k ) 4
N s
5—5 UREFIRE'S LIGHTWEIGHT AND SLIM ( NO NEED TO RUN SUPPRESSOR-HEIGHT SIGHTS)

RYDER 9TI SUPPRESSOR WEIGHS IN AT A MERE 9.5-OUNCES AND CAN BE DISASSEMBLED
FOR ROUTINE CLEANING. THE RYDER 9T WORKED VERY WELL ON THE 509 TACTICAL. ;

TR
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SPRINGFIELD ARMORY
XD(M) 03P THREADED BARREL
LIBERTY CENTURION
SUPPRESSOR

Iﬂ (M) pistols are comfortable in the
hand, accurate and reliable, offering
some of the least recoil for caliber. The new
XD(M) OSP (Optics Ready Pistol) with a
threaded barrel meets the ever-growing call

SUPPRESSOR-READY, STRIKER FIRED-PISTOLS

AcTion:
CALIBER

BARREL LENGTH:
OAL:

WEIGHT:
MSRP:

XD(M) OSP WITH THREADED BARREL

STRIKER FIRED
Imm

4.5 INCHES (UNTHREADED), 5.3 INCHES (THREADED)
8.6 INCHES (THREADED), 8.0 INCHES (UNTHREADED)
30.1 oz. EMPTY (INCLUDING RDS)

$958 (IncLupes VorTex VEnom)

for suppressor-capable pistols with a red
dot sight. This 9Imm comes equipped with
both 5.3-inch threaded and 4.5-inch un-
threaded barrels. Mounting plates are in-
cluded to fit seven different red dot sights
and can be ordered with a Vortex Venom
installed. Black (no dots) suppressor sights
are included, along with two 19-round
magazines. Interchangeable back straps get
you the perfect fit and the one-piece guide
rod keeps recoil to a minimum.

ACCESSORIES

MY TEST PISTOL SHIPPED WITH THE VORTEX
Venom RDS with a 3-MOA dot. Made
from aluminum, it holds up to recoil and
the multicoated
lens provides a
clean and clear
field of view.
The single CR
1632 battery
is replaced
from the
top, with

no need to remove the sight. Windage
and elevation can be adjusted in 1-MOA

increments using a small screwdriver.

Intensity is changed using buttons on the
left side of the sight. At just 1.9 ounces it

adds very little weight to the pistol.
Liberty Suppressors’ Centurion is one

of the most consistently reliable pistol

suppressors 've tested. Titanium keeps

it light, while the stainless core keeps

it strong and easy to clean. Designed

to be disassembled for cleaning when

using rimfire or most 9mm it is easy to

reassemble. At 12.5 ounces (including

the booster) its heavier than some, but

that’s what makes it work so well. Differ-

ent piston modules allow use on several
thread patterns. Overall length is 6.5

inches and its 1.375-inch diameter makes

it perfect for pistols without suppressor

sights. With a retail at only $525, includ-

ing the booster, it is an excellent buy.

RANGE TIME

ALL AMMO TESTED GROUPED UNDER TWO
inches at 25 yards, the most accurate
being the Ammo Inc USA 147-grain
subsonic at 1.55 inches. It shoots so

T—ALONG WITH A SECOND NON-THREADED BARREL,
YOU'LL GET THREE INTERCHANGEABLE BACK STRAPS
FOR THE PERFECT FIT AND TWO STAINLESS-STEEL
19-ROUND MAGAZINES WITH THE OSP PACKAGE.

CARRIES LIKE A COMPACT,
SHOOTS LIKE
A FULL SIZE GRIP

AND READY TO ROLL

METAL AMMD CAN TRAY
[TRAY ONLY]

AMERICAN FAMILY OWNED|
MANUFACTURENG IN THE
L.5.A. SINCE 1968

MTM MOLDED PRODUCTS COMPANY - [937) 890-7461

if & button, the sp

- WWW.MTMCASE-GARD.COM




SUPPRESSOR-RERDY, STRIKER FIRED-PISTOLS

softly it was just much easier to stay
on target and it ran suppressed mak-
ing it even easier. In the self-defense
loads, the pistol really liked the Fed-
eral 124-grain +P HST, producing
roughly the same group at 25 yards
and about 3 inches or so at 50 yards.
Longer-range accuracy is one of the
clear benefits of an RDS, and the
Vortex Venom made it pretty easy to
stay dialed in at 50 yards.

This was the first of several pistol/
suppressor tests where everything
ran, suppressed or not, including
the 147-grain subsonics and some
practice 115-grain. There were no
malfunctions or stoppages with
anything. Low-power ammunition
only ejected about a foot, but it
always ejected no matter how fast I
pulled the trigger. Changing red dots
is pretty easy, and the pistol comes
with a cover plate for use without
one, meaning you can configure
this pistol a number of
different ways.

4.

BOTTOM LINE

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY’S XD (M) PISTOLS
enjoy an incredibly loyal following,.
Those using them truly love them and
this OSP will be no different. Out of
the box you can use an RDS and a
threaded barrel, or go small with

the supplied 4.5-inch barrel and

iron sights. The 19-round capac-

ity is perfect for tactical or duty use,
and it will accept weapons-mounted
lights and lasers as needed. At $958,
including the Vortex Venom, you

get a ton of pistol for a price that will
accomplish just about anything you
ask of it. Contact SPRINGFIELD ARMORY,
Telephone: (800) 680-6866; Website:
WINW.SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM

4—THe XD(M) OSP comes FITTED WiTH A 5.30-INCH,
MELONITE-COATED HAMMER-FORGED-STEEL BARREL THREADED TO
1/2x28 AT THE MUZZLE. LARGE, SERRATED MAGAZINE RELEASE, SLIDE
STOP AND TAKEDOWN LEVER ARE XD(M) STRONG SUITS.

mw;.um
i?amm (e
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5— LiBERTY SuPPRESSORS” CENTURION HAS PROVEN ONE OF THE MOST CONSISTENTLY

2— AT JUST 1.9 OUNCES, THE INCLUDED VVORTEX
VVENOM RED-DOT SIGHT (ALSO AVAILABLE WITHOUT)
ADDS VERY LITTLE WEIGHT TO THE PISTOL. ALSO IN-
CLUDED ARE A SET OF ALL-BLACK-SERRATED SUPPRES-
SOR-HEIGHT NIGHT SIGHTS.

3—THE 147-GR. Sussonic FMJ LoAD FrRom
AMMO INC. TOOK HOME THE ACCURACY WIN WITH
THIS 1.55-INCH 25-YARD GROUP.

RELIABLE PISTOL SUPPRESSORS THE AUTHOR HASY TESTED, AND ITS 1.375-INCH
DIAMETER MAKES IT PERFECT FOR PISTOLS WITHOUT SUPPRESSOR SIGHTS.

=

LiBerTY SUPPRESSORS” CENTURION

- CONSTRUCTION: TITANIUM AND STAINLESS STEEL

9vm (300 BLK 7.5” BARREL OR LONGER)
5.3 INCHES, OR 6.5 INCHES INCLUDING BOOSTER
1.375 INCHES

7.9 0. (SUPPRESSOR ONLY); 12.5 0Z. WITH BOOSTER [

A CLASSIC

IS REBORN.

5 ; m'rﬂnnumuﬁﬂle m—ﬂm
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- THE FIRST ROLLER-LOCKING FIREARM DESIGNED FOR THE 5.56,.223 ROUND

AND GAN UTILIZE THE Mi6,AR19 STANAG MAGAZINES

« ADOPTED BY THE SPANISH MILITARY--CARRIED IN DESERT STORM

- ROBOT WELDED RECIEVER, COLO-HAMMER-FORGED 1INT NTFDE BARREL
+ FINISHED IN CERAKITER SPANISH GREEN, BLACK, GREY AND FOE

* (OPTIONS INCLUDE A WELDED PICATINNY RAIL, A HEAVY DARREL

VARIANT AND CA COMPLIANT MaDELS

- THE LAST RIFLE DESIGNED BY THE FAMOUS

CETME DESIGN BUREAD
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he first time I laid hands

7 on the Taurus TX22 it was#
so new I needed to sign a non-disclo-
sure agreement. In fact, at that point
it wasn’t even named yet, as it was in
the most infant of prototype stages. Club. The gun club
About a dozen other gun writers got ~ didn’t even have a
to put their first rounds through pistol range at that point; it
it at Taurus’s first-ever Media Day was put in for this event where the
held in Okeechobee, Florida at the new rimfire was set to debut.
famous Quail Creek Plantation Gun Anyone who got to get hands on

o
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T RUURLULIS T X282

— THE TX22 CAN BE FIELD STRIPPED IN SECONDS, MUCH IN THE SAME MANNER AS SOME FULLSIZE, CENTERFIRE POLYMER-
FRAMED PISTOLS. THE THREADED MUZZLE COMES WITH A CAP THAT CAN BE SWAPPED OUT WITH THE INCLUDED 1/2X28 THREAD
ADAPTER FOR SOUND-SUPPRESSOR USE. WITH THE ABILITY TO CYCLE SUBSONIC AMMO THIS MAKES IT PERFECT FOR PEST CONTROL.

CALIBER 22LR

FIRING SYSTEM STRIKER

Acrion SINGLE AcTION

GRips PoLymER

SIGHTS Fixep FRoNT/ADJ. REAR
SAFETY AMBIDEXTROUS

SLIDE MATERIAL ANODIZED ALUMINUM
SLIDE FiNisH MATTE BLACK

BARREL LENGTH 4.1”

WeiGHT 17.3 0z

58

that gun that day will agree that
this was money well spent because
everybody enjoyed shooting i,
and I was no different. After the
event (with sealed lips) I inquired
as to when one might be available
for an evaluation, and although it
took just about another year to fi-
nalize the product, when released
it was ready to ship immediately.

The idea behind the TX22 is
sound, and with my background
as an instructor it grabbed my
interest more than the next guy.
Taurus set out to build a .22
caliber handgun to help train
shooters for larger calibers, as
well as to provide something
match ready out of the box for
the Rimfire Division of Steel
Challenge. The end result is
a polymer, striker-fired pistol
with amazing ergonomics that
points instinctively and groups
very consistently. Oh, and did I
mention that the TX22 holds 16
rounds in its magazine instead of
the typical 10?

Once you unbox the TX22 the
first thing that jumps out is the
textured and contoured grip. The
aggressive skateboard-tape-style
surface keeps the gun right where
you want it, and some might even
argue that it’s a bit or overkill
for a .22. That argument would
be incorrect, however, because it
is, after all, designed to feel like
a centerfire pistol. Also aiding
the grip is a cutout on both the
left and right sides of the pistol
to lock your thumb into, which
further increases control.

Range day brought us sunny
conditions with temperatures in
the mid 70s, an utterly perfect
day. At 15 yards we conducted a
standard accuracy test from a rest
which consisted of five groups of
five shots each. At our disposal
we had a variety of ammunition
from CCI and Federal, includ-
ing high-velocity, subsonic and
hollow-point options. I chose
these three because they represent
the wide spectrum of .22 LR
ammo that is once again available.
Subsonic ammunition generally
does not cycle a semi-automatic,

Palm HandGuard ™ Palm HandGuard™ Uppers

Features Ergonomic Trianguwor Profile Smeooth or Vented Hondguards
EeyMod or MLOK™ 1687 Smeoth 157

ARIS Upper MARK 12 Barrel 18° SOVBED

— =
, AR5 Upper Fluted Bull Barrels
KeyMod or MLOK™ §° Smooth 9° 16718" 20" or 24" Starting at: am

Rifle Buffer Assembly .223 Uppers Carbine Buffer Assembly

—

“Assembled *Mil-Spec and Commercial

N R LD
L % TR
& H ! I—

Lower Parts Seped “223

J.' A .223 Bolt Carriers Gas Blocks

*Complete Lower Parts Kits 1 e Paddle™

DrnErgize I.-'I-n:'l Catch - -
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N FEES Trlgger Tralner"‘

N *Right Hand Onily
._ Wide Body 1.6 switch™

\ *Left-hand
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or at least it doesn’t do so reliably, but the
addition of a suppressor usually creates the
needed back pressure to sometimes get them
to work properly. Hollow-point ammuni-
tion frequently causes feeding issues in not
only rimfires, but some centerfire pistols as
well because of the shape of the bullet tip.
High-velocity ammunition generally runs the
gun well, but sometimes it can rupture from
overpressure.

Delighted and surprised, all three types of
ammunition ran through the TX22 without
a hitch. None was more surprising than the
subsonic ammunition, as I generally don’t
run that in anything other than a bolt action
rifle. I deviate from this practice only with
low expectations. The subsonic ammo even
put the TX22 into slide lock on the last
round EVERY time! Federal’s high-velocity
Clean .22 ammunition gave us the best over-
all results, however groups were under two
inches for most other ammunition.

Aiding in the loading of magazines was
the cutest lictle speedloader I've ever seen
(included). It actually mirrors the common,
one-piece style speedloaders that come
stock with most pistols. In addition to the

—CONTROLS—INCLUDING THE MAGAZINE RELEASE, SLIDE STOP AND
AMBIDEXTROUS THUMB SAFETY—ARE ALL WHERE YOU’D FIND THEM ON A
FULL-SIZE CENTERFIRE PISTOL. BETWEEN THE LIGHT .22LR RECOIL SPRING
AND AGGRESSIVE SLIDE SERRATIONS AT THE REAR, YOUNG SHOOTERS WILL
HAVE NO ISSUE RACKING THE TX22’S SLIDE.

—THE GENEROUS PALM SWELL AND AGGRESSIVE TEXTURING MAKE THE
TX22 A PLEASURE TO SHOOT. A HIGH-CUT TRIGGER GUARD UP FRONT AND
BEAVERTAIL IN THE REAR ALLOW FOR A HIGH HOLD ON THE PISTOL’S GRIP.
THE AUTHOR FOUND IT FIT HIS MEDIUM SIZED HAND PERFECTLY.

CZ-USA

FROTECT * HUNT * COMPETE

WE SELL DEALER"ﬁI
WWW,.BLACK. HILLS.cOM | mg,,

[ flvlel >}

= CRISP TRIGGER
WITH SHORT RESET

* CORROSION-RESISTANT
NITRIDE FINISH

= FRONT AMD REAR
COCKING SERRATIONS

OPTICS-READY
MODELS AVAILABLE

1 we dﬂn'i’fart around with
daydreams—we gat to work,
Mo one's done it béfore? Less competition.
' “Can'the done? We hear a "yet.”
Perfattion—that ever-elusive target—
&' inspifes us to raise the
bar and push what's possible.
Even knowing, absolute
perfectiuni_sn't. But damn if
we won't get close trying.

bV d
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—THE TX22 PROVED
A FUN, ACCURATE AND—
MAYBE MOST IMPORTANTLY
FOR A RIMFIRE HAND-
GUN—RELIABLE PISTOL TO
SHOOT, NO MATTER WHAT
AMMUNITION YOU WERE
FEEDING IT. ERGONOMICS

ACCURACY BEsT

CCI CLEAN-22 94
HiGH VELocity 4068 RN

CCI CLEAN-22 1.68
Sus-Sonic 406N RN

FeperaL BYOB 1.82
366N HP

AVERAGE OF FIVE 5-SHOT GROUPS FIRED FROM 15 YARDS — RESULTS IN INCHES

Overall
handling was
very nice with
the TX22.
The slide was
easy to rack,
but took a
little more
effort than
most .22s.

Worst Ava.

1.62 1.18

1.88 1.80

2.25 1.94

speedloaders, magazine filling was
expedited by the assist button built
into each one. These magazines hold
16 rounds and are of an open design
allowing them to be dropped into the
sand and easily cleaned, a common
issue in competition shooting.

Certainly not
difficult, but it left me wondering if
that was done to prepare somebody
for a centerfire action. The heavier
slide also slammed into battery with
authority, helping to ensure rounds
got seated completely into the cham-
ber, especially if it was a lictle dirty,

which .22s nearly always are. The
trigger broke very crisply, with just

a hint of creep and a very short reset
rivaling some of my best centerfire
pistols. Getting on target was simple.
The TX22 comes stndard with a rear
sight adjustable for both windage
and elevation. Taurus’s new rimfire
also includes an ambi-safety, but
magazine release and slide stop are
left-side only.

Getting the gun back to the
bench, we gave it a quick clean.
Although the TX22 comes with a
threaded muzzle, you do not need
to remove the muzzle cap to take it
apart. Many .22 pistols require this
and sometimes the thread protector

ARE OUTSTANDING AND
MIMIC A FULL-SIZE PIS-

TOL—A HANDY ATTRIBUTE

FOR TRAINING NEWCOM-
ERS OR RANGE PRACTICE

FOR SEASONED SHOOTERS.

—OUR BEST GROUP OF
THE DAY WAS SHOT WITH
FEDERAL’S NEW POLYMER
COATED CLEAN 22 RIM-

FIRE AMMO. THESE COME

IN SUBSONIC AND HIGH
VELOCITY AND UTILIZE A

HANDY COLOR CODING TO
QUICKLY DISTINGUISH THE

TWO. THESE WERE THE
RED-COLORED HIGH-VE-
LOCITY VERSION.

— Two 16 rounD
MAGAZINES COME
STANDARD, ALONG WITH
A HANDY SPEEDLOADER.
THE MAGAZINES FOR THE

TX22 ARE CONSTRUCTED

FROM A LIGHTWEIGHT
PLASTIC BODY WITH AN

OPEN DESIGN THAT MAKES

FOR EASY CLEANING.

can be stuck on there pretty good.
Disassembly was pretty typical,
especially for a rimfire. With the
chamber empty and the magazine
removed, simply pull down on the
takedown lever, squeeze the trig-
ger, slip the slide forward off of the
rails, remove the guide rod/spring
assembly and lift the barrel out. The
process is literally like almost every
centerfire pistol on the market. I
thought this was very interesting
because I've always wondered why
more rimfires aren’t built like this.
Cleaning was relatively easy, thanks
in large part to the polymer-coated
Clean 22 CCI ammunition that we
ran. A quick wipe with some Break-

Free and a little bit of light brushing
with Hoppe’s Number 9 and we
were able to lubricate and reas-
semble. The process was extremely
simple and intuitive. After figuring
out that the trigger needed to be
squeezed for disassembly, I was able
to do the rest without having to look
at the manual. This is also a terrific
training aide in itself as it teaches
shooters how to disassemble and
reassemble most handguns without
bringing a heavy recoil spring into
the process.

The takeaway on this evaluation
was that this is a simply amazing
pistol. As the law currently exists,

I cannot own one of these in New

York, but I sure hope something
changes because I would love to have
one of these in our classes to use for
training students in self defense as
well as IDPA and USPSA (Editor”s
note: Frank, it’s time to move to New
Hampshire!). With the ever-growing
popularity of Steel Challenge, this pis-
tol can be much more than a trainer;
it can be the go-to pistol right off the
bat. If you live in a free state, be sure
to check it out. You won’t be disap-
pointed, especially at the price point
Taurus puts on it off the shelf ($349).
See the new TX22 at your nearest
dealer, or for more information con-

tact TRURUS USA; Tel. (800) 327-3776;
Web: WWW.TAURUSUSA.COM
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m ith all the cyclic trends in

the handgun market, none
weather these changes better than the
compact carry pistol. By compact,

I mean mid-size; a pistol capable of
filling both duty and concealed carry
roles in one, ideally sized package. In
most cases the mid-sized pistol checks
the boxes describing the biggest pistol
you can comfortably conceal that
holds the greatest number of bullets.
One that is a 90% solution of its big
brother, the full-size duty pistol, yet

can disappear beneath a t-shirt.

NECESSITY IS THE MOTHER
OF ALL INVENTION

THE NEW X-COMPACT WASN'T BORN
from a roundtable think tank, nor was
it dreamed up by a forward-thinking
engineer. Instead, it was created by a
couple of hard-shooting SIG Sauer
Academy instructors; one securely
clutching a field-stripped X-Five grip
module, while the other eyeballed his
cuts with a hacksaw. When the plastic
shards settled, the grip was roughly
cut to accept 15 round P320 compact
magazines and the frame chopped to
flush fit a subcompact slide assembly.
It might not have been pretty, but a
formidable carry pistol was conceived
on that sunny New England day that
quickly gained the envy of instructors
and students alike.

Pistol project manager, Phil Strader,
and his team of ninjas quickly caught
wind of these ultimate compact P320s
floating around the Academy grounds
and got to work perfecting dimensions
and feature sets. Essentially X-ifying
the concoction, a baby X-Carry was
born. An M17 optic cut was added, as
were X-ray3 Legion day/night sights,
enhanced forward slide serrations
and re-profiled ambidextrous slide
releases. Most importantly, however,
was a sweet, all-new X-frame designed

1—THE sLiDe oF THE X-COMPACT (LEFT) RE-
CEIVED SEVERAL UPDATES; THE FIRST YOU'LL NO-
TICE IS THE LACK OF A LIGHTENING CUT FORWARD
OF THE EJECTION PORT. NEXT IS THE ADDITION
oF AN LCI, OR LOADED CHAMBER INDICATOR.
LASTLY, THE OPTIC CUT IS SIZED FOR THE LE-
upoLD DELTAPoINT PRO FOOTPRINT, JUST LIKE
THE MILITARY’S NEw M 17 SERVICE PISTOL.

VK
s

|

to house a 15-round P320 compact
magazine with slight modifications to
its loorplate.

THE X GOES COMPACT

THE NEW X-COMPACT GRIP FRAME
features an improved module that
sees reduction of material in several
strategic locations. First, the base

of the backstrap has been bobbed,
effectively reducing the likelihood of
the grip printing through, or catch-
ing on, a cover garment. Second,
you’ll notice the beavertail has been
re-contoured, ground down and
flattened to improve comfort when
concealed carried inside the waist-
band, specifically in the appendix
position. Additional ledge material
was removed from either side of grip
frame, just forward of the beavertail,
reducing the width of the frame as it
sits in the web of your firing hand.
This modification makes the pistol
feel slimmer in-hand and eliminates
the thumb discomfort the original
X-Series frame could create during
prolonged shooting sessions.

At the front of the frame you’ll
notice a reduction in dustcover
length allowing it to fit flush with the
new 3.6-inch barrel. Unfortunately,
this reduction prevents the pairing
of SureFire’s XC-1 series, as well as
Streamlight’s TLR-7 mounted white
lights. With that said, if I were a
betting man, which I am, SIG likely
has a solution on the way. Until
then, a handheld light should be your

companion if you're out after dark.

2—THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE NEW
X-CompAcT (LEFT) AND LEGACY X-CAR-
RY ARE SUBTLE TO THE EYE, BUT APPAR-
ENT ONCE EACH IS HANDLED. A DEEPER
UNDERCUT BENEATH THE TRIGGERGUARD,
BOBBED BACKSTRAP, SCALED DOWN BEA-
VERTAIL AND REDUCED CIRCUMFERENCE
oF THE X-COMPACT GRIP ALL ENHANCE
ITS OVERALL FEEL IN-HAND, RECOIL
REDUCTION AND POINTABILITY.

COMPETITIVE LINEAGE

THE REST OF THE FRAME IS ALL X-SERIES, AND THAT’S
a good thing. The squared off panels ensure zero
side-to-side play in hand, facilitating rock-solid grip
consistency when drawing the pistol from conceal-
ment and during rapid fire strings. The magwell
is slightly beveled and has an internal speed chute
that swallows sloppier reloads at speed.

The triggerguard is deeply undercut and
beveled, allowing you to choke up on the grip

SPECIFICATIONS

Type: STRIKER FIRED, SEMI-AUTOMATIC
CALIBER: Imm

CapaciTy: 15+1

BARREL: 3.6 INCHES

OverALL LENGTH: 7.0 INCHES

WEiGHT: 25 Ounces

FiNisH: Brack Nitron

FRAME: Porymer

TRIGGER: 5.0 Pounps (TESTED)

SIGHTS: X-RAy3 NIGHT SIGHTS, DRIFT ADJ. FRONT
MSRP: $804.00

with your firing hand, bringing the tang
of your hand tight beneath its redesigned
beavertail. This undercutting also allows
the top of your hand to be more in line
with the slide as it reciprocates, reducing
felt recoil and allowing the shooter to
more accurately track his sights. This is
even more apparent when a red dot sight
enters the equation, as this feature signifi-
cantly reduces the amount of time the dot
is lost between shots.

Speaking of red dots, the new X-Com-
pact features a removable slide plate that
sits beneath the rear sight. Two screws
secure the plate to the slide and are ac-
cessed from its underside. Once the plate
is removed, a pocket is revealed that’s
cut to the same dimensions as the U.S.
Army’s M17, whose footprint is sized to
accept SIG’s own Romeo2, Romeo1PRO
and Leupold’s DeltaPoint Pro miniature
red dot sights. These sights are effortlessly
anchored to the slide by the same screw
pattern that secures the plate.

MORE THAN JUST LOOKS

LIKE ALL X-SERIES PISTOLS, THE X-COMPACT
receives a flat trigger shoe with minimal
pre-travel, breaking right at 90 degrees.
Virtually no over travel exists, effectively
reducing the likelihood of your trigger press
disturbing your point of aim as you pull
through the trigger stroke. While the pull
weight doesn’t necessarily feel any lighter
than a standard P320, it does feel faster due

66 ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM
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A \(/ to the reduced trigger travel,

1 90-degree break, negligible
ém over-travel and short reset.
My Lyman digital trigger pull gauge
measured an average (of five) pull weight
of 5.2 pounds, which is in line with

the other P320s I've handled. Based on
previous experience, 'm confident that
as the trigger breaks in, the pull weight
will shed about a half-pound.

SIG’s P320 series have accuracy dialed
in and the X-Compact with its 3.6-inch
barrel is no exception. Producing a best
five-shot group spanning 1.3 inches at
25 yards with SIG Sauer’s 124-grain
V-Crown ammunition, you'd be hard-
pressed to ask for more in a compact
carry package. 115-grain range ammuni-
tion produced respectable 2-inch groups
as well and is demonstrative of what

v

T—THE X-COMPACT PROVED
EXTREMELY SHOOTABLE, ESPECIALLY
CONSIDERING ITS CONCEALED-
CARRY-FRIENDLY SizE. MucH

OF ITS INHERANT CONTROLLABILITY
CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO A HIGH-CUT
TRIGGERGUARD AND BEAVERTAIL,
RESULTING IN YOUR FIRING

HAND FALLING MORE IN

LINE WITH THE SLIDE AS

IT RECIPROCATES.

you can expect
from economy

Walmart-grade SIG Sauer

AccuRrAcY

ammunition. 115-Graiv FMJ
One of SIG SAuer

the features I 124-GRrAIN V-CrROWN

love about the HornADY

X-Compact is 147-GraiN XTP

the ability to

carry the pistol

with a flush-fitting 15-round magazine
with the option of bumping up to a 17-

or 21-round factory magazine as a reload.

It’s a force multiplier and comforting to

know I have that much extra ammuni-

tion available on tap in a single reload.
The X-Compact is no doubt proving

to be one of my favorite handguns, as

it effectively defines that ideally sized

carry package and boasts feature sets that

Best Grour Ava. Group

1.6" 1.86"

1.3" 1.78"

1.5" 1.76"

ACCURACY IS THE AVERAGE OF FIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS FIRED FROM 25 YARDS USING A BAG REST.

will keep it relevant for years to come.
I¢’s extremely shootable for its size, has
bomber ergonomics and all the features
of a Glock 19 with $1,000 worth of
aftermarket frame, slide and trigger mod-
ifications, but in a factory configuration
from a company that gets it. See the new
X-Compact at your nearest dealer, or for

more information contact SIG SARUER; Tel.:

(603) 610-3000; Web:

68 ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM

—THE REDUCTION OF MATERIAL
FORWARD OF THE BEAVERTAIL IS
A WELCOMED ADDITION TO THE
X-COMPACT AND ALLOWS THE PISTOL
TO FIT MORE NATURALLY INTO THE
WEB OF THE FIRING HAND. A SHORT-
ENED, RADIUSED BEAVERTAIL AIDS IN
COMFORTABLY CARRYING THIS PISTOL
APPENDIX INSIDE-THE-WAISTBAND.

—SIG SAUER NAILED THE PROFILE
OF THE FORWARD AND REAR SLIDE
SERRATIONS ON ITS X-MODELS. THEY
PROVIDE AMPLE PURCHASE, WITHOUT
BEING ABRASIVE. HIGH CONTRAST
X-RAY3 NIGHT SIGHTS BORROWED
FROM THE LEGION LINE REMAIN, WHILE
A RE-PROFILED AMBIDEXTROUS SLIDE
RELEASE HAS BEEN INTEGRATED INTO
THE P320 LINE MOVING FORWARD.

—THE soLE miss oN THE X-Com-
PACT IS THE LENGTH OF THE PICATIN-
NY-RAILED DUST COVER. AS OF THIS
WRITING, NONE OF THE AVAILABLE
MOUNTED WHITE LIGHTS FIT. AS
SUCH, A HANDHELD LIGHT SHOULD
BE INTEGRATED INTO YOUR EDC KiT.
SUREFIRE’S NEW RECHARGEABLE
STILETTO OFFERS 650 LUMENS OF
BRILLIANT WHITE LIGHT.

—THE X-COMPACT SHIPS WITH
A PAIR OF FLUSH-FITTING, STEEL
15-roUND MAGAZINES. ONE OF THE
MANY BENEFITS OF THE P320 FAMILY
IS THE ABILITY TO CARRY A FACTORY
EXTENDED MAGAZINE AS A RELOAD.
BotH 17- AND 2 1-ROUND MAGA-
ZINES ARE AVAILABLE AND PROVIDE A
SIGNIFICANT UPGRADE IN CAPACITY.
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The prizes in this issue’s Gun Giveaway Contest are a Beretta 92G Elite LTT pistol, an NOSLER 115-GR. 9MM MATCH AMMO
Apex Tactical Package, a holster/belt mag carrier package from CrossBreed Holster, a
Nosler 700-round can of 115-gr. 9mm Match ammo and a pair of Walker’s Razor Pro
Digital earmuffs with a combined retail value of nearly $1900.

Loaded with Nosler brass and Sporting Handgun hol-
low-point bullets, the 115-gr. 9mm Match ammunition can
be used for everything from target shooting, to personal
defense, to dispatching small varmints and predators.
Muzzle velocity is 1,170 f.p.s. (350 ft.-Ibs.), with retained
velocity at 50 yards of 1,050 f.p.s. (282 ft.-1bs.). The Sport/ng
Handgun hollow-point bullets are lead free and

offer incredibly uniform velocity and exceptional

accuracy. Your 700 rounds come packed in an im-

pact resistant polymer case with hinged lid and

carry handle (§299.95). Contact Nosler; Tel.: (800)
285-3701; Web: www.nosler.com

BERETTA 926 ELITE LTT PISTOL

The 9mm Elite LTT (S1,100) is the new-
est iteration of the venerable Beretta 92,

CROSSBREED HOLSTER PACKAGE

e ; co-developed with Langdon Tactical. It B\ Based around the wildly-popular SuperTuck inside the Walstband
featu,es a Vertec/M9A3 slide with front and rear cocking P concealed carry holster for the pistol of your choice (569.75), this

serrations, dovetailed fiber-optic front sight, fixed square notch rear 2 ! package also comes with a black or brown cowhide Executive
sight, stainless 4.7-inch barrel with target crown, solid steel guide rod w ; W W gy GUn Beltin 1.25”or 1.50" width (574.95). Also included
¥ and a beveled rear slide. The frame is an M9A1 with checkering on the : ' . )\ B isan Accomplice Single Mag Carrier made of Kydex with
¢ front and back straps, beveled magazine well without lanyard loop, Pi- e _ ' - | a black metal belt clip (331.9 5). Its adjustable for ride
| catinny light rail under the dust cover, radiused trigger guard, rear slide R | -~ height and mag tension and is available in black, FDE,
rail, ultra-thin VZ/LTT G10 grips, stainless steel trigger, oversized mag- = ke OD green or Sniper Grey. This is a complete concealed
azine release, D Model hammer spring and skeletonized lightweight — Sy AR | Iy package of outstanding quality and functional-
4 hammer. It ships with three 10- or 15-round magazines (your choice). _ "% | ity.Contact CrossBreed Holsters; Tel.: (888) 732-5011;
Contact Beretta; Tel.: (800) 929-2901; Web: www.beretta.com = - @ Web: crossbreedholsters.com

APEX TACTICAL PACKAGE WALKER'S RAZOR PRO DIGITAL EARMUFFS

This consists of your choice among several models of enhanced triggers ($159.95 to $169.95), an The Walker’s Razor Pro Digital earmuffs ($79.99) feature hi-gain omni
Apex Armorer’s Block designed for gunsmiths, law enforcement and military armorers and do-it- directional microphones connected to HD speakers allowing you to hear
yourse/f home gunsmiths (529.95) and an Apex Armorer’s Tray des:gned to pair with the Apex Ar- naturally and pick up even the gentlest of footsteps in the woods. Not
morer’s Block (524.95). Both the block and tray are molded hunting? Then take advantage of the 3.5mm jack to hook up some tunes
from tough, bright red polymer and are designed to stand o~y Lo or patch in a buddy on the other side of the range via Walker’s new Walkie
up to the toughest use. Contact Apex Tactical; Tel.: T —_ . e Talkie attachment or a cell phone. Just one large knob turns them on or
(623) 322-0200; Web: www.apextactical.com - - : off and adjusts volume as well, and the entire unit is powered by 2 AAA
: L ) : - batteries (two Duracells included.) Contact Walker’s Game Ear; Tel.:
(877) 269-8490; Web: www.walkersgameear.com

ENTER FOR FREE AT...

__ONTARGETMAGAZINE.CON®
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THENEXT-GENERATIONPISTOL RDS

nce a rarity relegated to custom
” machining or slide conversions,
times have changed when it comes

to RDS (red-dot sight) ready pistols. Com-
pacts, midsize, full size, concealed carry,
duty or competition, there is an RDS ca-
pable pistol for you. As demand increases,
optics companies are stepping up to the
plate, including Trijicon—the leader in the
duty capable RDS field. When Trijicon’s
RMR HRS was chosen by USSOCOM

as their primary HRS (Handgun Reflex
Sight), Trijicon was already working on
the next generation RMR, the SRO, and it
is pretty impressive.

TRIJICON SRO

TuE SRO (SpECIALIZED REFLEX OPTIC) WAS
specifically designed for pistol use. Widen-

[# O]
'y oave sanoe  WRSH DAVE BAHDE
72

TIIIJIL’% "

ing the field of view makes it easier to pick
up the dot with less interference from the
body of the sight. The round lens is crystal
clear and parallax free providing a very crisp
dot. Using the same footprint as the RMR
makes mounting easy. Moving the battery
to the top eliminates the need for a sealing
plate. Battery life is three years on setting 4
using the widely available CR2032 battery.
Built from 7076-T6 Aluminum,

the internals are designed to survive
30,000-plus rounds. Now water-
proof and submersible to 10 fee, MAGNIFICATION: Tx
it’s also impervious to the elements. SiGHT WiNpow: 0.98 x 0.89 INCHES
Available dot §izes includ§ 1, 2.5 and e T
5-MOA o suit your applicaion. ADJUSTMENTS: 1 cick =1 MOA

TESTING ADJUSTMENT RANGE: 150 MOA (WIND AND ELEVATION)
My TEsT SRO HAS THE 2.5 MOA Dimensions: 22"l x1.3"Wx1.4"H
dot—big enough to pick up quickly, | WeiGHT: 1.6 OUNCES (WITH BATTERY)
yet allowing for precision at 50 BarTery LiFe: 3 YeARs PLUS ON SETTING 4
yards and beyond. Mounted to 2 BRIGHTNESS: AUTOMATIC AND 8 ADJUSTABLE

MSRP: $739

CZ P10F, Walther Q4, STT 2011 Stacca-
to-P, Glock 19 MOS, EN509 Tactical and
Springfield Armory TRP 1911 in 10mm,

it saw tons of use. Several test days includ-
ed snow and inclement weather, and one
complete day in the pouring rain. Numerous
stoppage drills and reloads were conducted
using the SRO on barricades, walls, boots
and holsters without a scratch or crack on the
lens. Dropped in the dirt, mud, and snow,

it continued to work and never even came

loose. It was carried IWB, OWB and ATWB.
MOUNTING AND HOLSTERS

NO MOUNTING ISSUES WERE EXPERIENCED
with any of the RMR-plate-equipped
pistols. Outer dimensions are similar to an
RMR, but it sits farther forward and is tall-
er. All of my carry Kydex holsters required
a bit of a notch in the front to allow for the
SRO. Nothing drastic and it never affected

y. f .!I Ja'l
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1—THe 2.5-MOA DOT PROVED QUICK AND ALSO ALLOWED FOR PRECISION SHOTS AT 50-PLUS YARDS. THE INTERNALS N
OF THE SRO ARE DESIGNED TO LAST 30,000 ROUNDS, THE SIGHT IS WATERPROOF AND SUBMERSIBLE TO 10-FEET. = i
OVERALL, IT'S A MEASUREABLE IMPROVEMENT OVER THE COMPANY'S PREVIOUS BENCHMARK-OPTIC, THE RMR. - — X
2—THe SRO USES THE SAME FOOTPRINT/MOUNTING PLATE AS THE RMR, SIMPLIFYING THE TRANSITION TO THE | — =

NEW OPTIC IF YOU ALREADY EMPLOY THE RMR. OUTWARD DIMENSIONS ARE SIMILAR TO THE RMR, BUT IT DOES

Ll 2
SIT FARTHER FORWARD AND IS TALLER, MAKING HOLSTER FITMENT CURRENTLY SOMEWHAT OF A CRAPSHOOT. ; : gkt =\ D E F E N D Y o U R L E G A C Y

VICTOR
GET THE LEAD OUT

308 WITHOUT THE WEIGHT

carry comfort, presentation or use. Duty rigs are going to be a different
story. It would not fit in my Safariland ALS. Those enclosing the RDS
will likely experience issues, if its open there may not be any problem at all
but make certain you check.

OPERATION

MOST DOTS ARE “SPARKLY” TO ME, BUT THE SRO WAS BETTER. THE GLASS IS
visibly clearer, and the dot crisper compared to the HRS and the DPP.
You feel like you are looking through a pistol mounted MRO with a
wider field of view and less of the frame blocking your view. Using a
round shape makes it natural for the eye to pick up. The auto brightness
setting worked fine for me moving from inside to outside and back. Just
like the RMR, you can use manual control as needed. It still co-wit-
nesses suppressor sights but barely. Each sight set is a bit different and
mounts on 1911s seemed to work best.

BOTTOM LINE

LESS OR NO TUBE EFFECT, LESS OCCLUSION, WIDER FIELD OF VIEW AND EASIER
to see dot were the takeaways compared to the RMR. Changing the battery
from the top is huge, as is losing those annoying sealing plates. If you LS

already have a Type 2 RMR or an HRS you may not want to make the NEWEST 1911 IN 10
swap, but if you are still looking, you really need to look at the SRO first— mm
it really is better. Maybe not a game changer for some, but better. The SRO PG. 8
should be at the top of anyone’s list, especially for concealed carry and duty

applications. Contact TRIJICON; (800) 338-0563; Web: TRIJICON.COM
E DGE

PISTOL

3—THEe NEw SRO FEATURES A WIDER, CIRCULAR FIELD OF VIEW, WHICH MADE GIVE YOURSELF THE EDGE PG. 2
IT QUICKER FOR THE EYES TO ACQUIRE A SIGHT PICTURE, AS OPPOSED TO THE —— ———
PREVIOUS KING OF THE HILL—THE SMALLER AND SQUARE-ISH TRuIcON RMR.

4—As coMPARED TO THE RMRs BOTTOM-MOUNT BATTERY, THE SRO’s
BATTERY IS ACCESSED FROM THE TOP AND DOES NOT REQUIRE SIGHT REMOV-
AL TO ACCESS, NOR DOES IT NEED A BATTERY SEALING PLATE. LIFE OF THE
CR2032 BATTERY IS THREE YEARS WHEN LEFT ON SETTING FOUR.

SUMMER 2019

INSIDE 1 LOOK AT THE NEW

05P 10MM

PG. B

INTRODUCING M.HA

THE ALL NEW
PG. 1
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Seout Spuad™ Black Composite Stock
AAD1Z6 | J06WIN | SLES0

SOCOMA 16 COB With Vortex Yenom Red Dot

ANGELLPY | SOEWIN | 52422

Standard Desert FIE Composite
Hock MAJ1P0 § JCEWIN | 51685

Katinnal Match Walnut St

ock Stainless Barrel Super Match MeMillian Black Fibergtass Stock w Douglas Heaw 53 Barrel
NAGR02 | 30BWIN | 52 542 SAOROY | J08WIN | 53,785

Powerful, accurate and reliable, MIA™s were soon found dominating the Mational Matches at Camp Perry. Shooters across the country
discovered the versatility and enjoyable satisfaction of owning an M1A™,

Today, the MI1A™ is firmly established as a platform that can handle any mission, any condition, any foe at any range. M1A™s are found in
national competitions, in the hands of operators on elite tactical teams, and in the back country hunting big game,

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY

DEFEND YOUR LEGACY.

SAINT™ 556 wi M-Lok Handguard alINT™ Victor Pista
STRIRSEERM | 5.5R:L5MM NATD | 5472 STVATSSAES | S.56xa5MA HATO | 51015

SAINT™ Vickor
STYB163066 | J06WIN | 51,359

SAINT™ Edge Rifie

STEALGSS6R | 5.06UaMM NATO | 51,298

SAINT™ Edge Pestol
STEQNO35568 | S5EI5MM NATO | 51,559

Like those whe are unapologetic about protecting their legacy, the SAINT™ AR-15 makes no compromises when it comes to features.
engineering, and operator experience. As the ultimate refinement of the AR-15 form, the SAINT™ combines Innovations like the Accu-Tite
recelver mating system with the relentless execution of core features,

SEE THE FULL LINE OF PRODUCTS AT SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
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A5 Mad 2 Black e A0S Mod 2 Stainless
NOSGI33IRT | GheM | 5574 O XD5G03395 | IMM | 5565

Al Atialo in BAP - = Mzt Dol in SA0P 5 Q05K [k o)

KI5 Mod.2® Desert FIE
NDSGOZIF | MM | 5524

K05 Mind2® Tactical Gray / Black
KOSGSAAGRYT | IMM | 5570
Al dyainbilo iy S5ALP

The XD-5% |s the most popular pistol ever produced by Springfield Armory®, with millions of Americans across the country trusting the
steadifast reliability of the XD-5 as their concealed carry firearm of choice.

With a frame less than one inch wide, the XD-5 was designed to achieve maximum concealability while maintaining life-saving rellability

when you need It most, In 2018, Springfield Armory introduced: the XD-5 Mod.2, pushing this time-tested platform to the next level in
comfort, performance and concealability.

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY.

DEFEND YOUR LEGACY.

MHAY
NDES3ITBE | IMM | 5542

ik i
KDE33638 | MM | 554

Ao Al i SBACP

MHS
NDEDGG08 [ OMM | 5542

Fxternal Hamemer Mansz! Safety | De-Cocker

The DAJSA XD-E™ is the most versatile pistol in the XD* line, With
the visual and tactile cues of an exposed hammer and manual safety/
de-cocker, the XD-E offers various modes of carry. This ideal EDC also
features a low effort slide, making the slide 27% easier to operate than
other pistols in the same category. Now avallable in both 38" and 4.5
slide lengths for 2015,

SEE THE FULL LINE OF PRODUCTS AT SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
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The ¥XD* Sub-Compact and XD Mod 2* sub-compact models featura
the smaller 2” and 3.3 barrels, respectively, with a compact grip frame
for maximum concealability without sacrificing magazine capacity
With an ideal fit and feel in your hand, the XD Sub-Compact and XD
Mod.2 Sub-Compact are perfect for concealed carry or home defense
use

With a focus on maximizing the comfort of the gun in the hand, and
with a specific approach to creating the perfect grip angle for more
accurate shooting, the XD* series was born.

The XD 4" Service Model and the XD Mod 2 4" Service Model provide
the perfect blend of size and weight in a full-size frame for outstanding
accuracy and handling characteristics. Perfectly balanced control and
comfort in the time-proven, reliable XD platform

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY.

DEFEND YOUR LEGACY

K™ Mod 2* Sub-Tampact

Ships with beo Stainless Magazines
1-13 Round Fluss Mag

1 =16 Round Mag with Extension

L Ay . — P - s
| ROHM® 38" Fulk Size Desart-FiE
. o
& P KDMI3BAFHE | 3MM | 5623

For those who expect more from their pistol, the XD-M" full size line
up:is a premier family of polymer striker-fired handguns designed
with enhancements for personal defense. Qur most versatile platform,
the XD-M is now avallable In Desert FDE and redesigned QSP™
configurations for 2019, The XD-M 4.5" O5F comes with threaded
barrel and standard barrel and is optics-ready with a factory milled
slide and co-witness suppressor-height lron sights, allowing the
operator to choose the optic and silencer that fits their needs, As an
option, the XD-M O5P in 9mm comes with a Vortex™ Venom red dot
sight pre-installed,

Also new for 2019 is the XD-M 4.5 05P in 10mm with threaded barrel
with a 15 +1 capacity.

SEE THE FULL LINE OF PRODUCTS AT SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
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A1E Alpha Nitride I 911 Stainless §11 Stafnless
FLAINE | H0ACR | 5429 : PLAI09S | 3BOACP | 5679 i Wiridian® Grip Laser
PRILNASVG | JBO0ACP| 5809

91 Mesert FOE
PGANNAF | 3A0ACP | 5629

Q11 Tikamium | Mitride
PEANGATN | JBOMCP | 5609

1t Vintage Blue | Stainless
PRAIONBS | 3ROACP 1 53

When the Police are minutes away and the threat is seconds away...2-1-1.when vou have to be your own first responder,

The 311 .380 both shoots and feels like a full-size firearm, encouraging both practice and dally carry in the most concealable firearm that
springfield offers. Its small frame, with the familiarity of a 1911, makes it the perfect pistol for evervday carry. New for 2013, the 911 Alpha
delivers these features in a value-priced package.

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY.

DEFEND YOUR LEGACY.

TRPF™ OPERATOR' 6" 10MM

RO® Elite Dperatn®
FIS110F | 10MM | 51145

Ao Aeali o 2L 5 A5HP

Mil-3pec Stainkess
PEAISIL | O54CF | SA72

.....

TRP™ Black T
PEHLOBLIA | USACR 51648

Mating Corps Bperator®
PEATIOMLIS | 4RACE [ 51,308

E
=| Features, guality and proven performance are all reasons to check out
a Springfield 1911 today. Forged frames and slides, lightweight titanium
_I firing pins and lowered and fared ejection ports are standard on all

our 19115, Match grade barrels; target tuned triggers, ambidextrous
extended thumlbx safeties, beavertall grip safeties and Lightwelght
Deita™ hammers are just a few of the other options availabie.

EMPE | W Stainbess Whatever yvou need i a 191, Springfield Armory® offers it. If yvou're in
PIE204L | MM | 1,219 the market for the most revered and time-honored semi-auto handgun
ever designed, go with the industry standard and pick up-a 1911 made

Alsy Aainbie oo 405
c : by Springfield Armory®

SEE THE FULL LINE OF PRODUCTS AT SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
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LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE!

X0® Service Model
YODGI0IHE | 9MM | = 5339

Mit-Spec
PROTIO0AL | HSALP | <= 5540

SPB-IIIEFIEI.II ARMORY.

DEFEND YOUR LEGACY.

X0 Sub-Compact
¥DD3BOIHE | MM | =—==5339

The Defenders Series Sales Event offers a select firearm at
an unbeatable price for a limited time and is designed to
introduce new and budget-minded shooters to the Springfield
Armory brand. After purchase, activate your warranty to join
The Defenders, a community of shooters who receive exclusive
discounts and special offers from Springfield Armory.

SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM/DEFENDERS-SERIES



