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Bill Battles Ben Battles 

Light, Fast, Powerful And Not Afraid Of Doing Work

ple Black
Rossi R92

.44 Magnum

he Rossi R92 is a historically
accurate reproduction of the 

lightweight, small-frame, pis-
tol-caliber Winchester Model 
1892. Designed by legendary 
American firearms designer, John 
Moses Browning, the Model 
1892 prototype was delivered 
to Winchester only two weeks 

after it was requested. The Model 
1892 was intended as an update 
of the the Winchester Model 
1873—also designed by Brown-
ing—which it replaced as the 
company’s pistol-caliber lever 
gun. Over its 50-year production 
life more than 1,000,000 Mod-
el 1992s were produced, and it 

starred in nearly every cowboy 
Western ever made, including 
the TV series The Rifleman and 
“Wanted: Dead or Alive.”

The Rossi R92 is available 
chambered in .22 LR, .357 Mag., 
.44 Rem. Mag., .45 Long Colt 
and .454 Casull, in a variety fin-
ishes, with a variety of furniture 

T
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and in a number of different barrel 
lengths. Our evaluation rifle was 
the unique R92 Triple Black cham-
bered in .44 Rem. Magnum (also 
available in .357 Magnum) with 
a 16.5-inch barrel ($1,020.11). 
Everything on the gun—except the 

TrTrIIple Blackple Black
Rossi R92Rossi R92

.44 Magnum.44 Magnum

brass bead front sight—is finished 
in a weatherproof matte black, 
giving it an “all business” look. All 
metal parts are coated with a black 
Cerakote finish for excellent dura-
bility in crappy weather conditions. 

Other features include a “big 
loop” lever with its lower half 
wrapped in black synthetic cord-
age. The big loop lever — made 

popular years ago by the lever-ac-
tion specialists of Wild West Guns 
— is hugely advantageous when 
large- or gloved-hands are thrown 
into the mix and is definitely a wel-
comed addition. A unique sighting 
arrangement — including a barrel 

SpecificationS 

caliber:          .44 MagnuM

receiver           Steel

barrel:         16.5 incheS  
oa length:     34-incheS 
Weight:         5-poundS, 14-ounceS

SightS:         adjuStable aperture/picatinny optic baSe

Stock:         Wood/black-Spatter paint

action:         lever action

finiSh:         black cerakote

capacity:         9-roundS 
price:         $1020.11

mounted 12-slot aluminum Picat-
inny rail for optics mounting with 
an integral and fully adjustable, 

ramp-mounted peep sight posi-
tioned at the rear — are a clever 
and effective workaround to the 
model 1892’s top-eject receiver de-
sign. Although we didn’t add either 
for testing, the muzzle of this R92 
comes threaded from the factory 
(with an included thread protector) 
for quick installation of a suppres-

sor or muzzle brake. Furniture 
consists of a matte black buttstock 
with flat-topped comb and 1-inch, 
ventilated, black-rubber recoil pad, 
and a one-piece forearm with single 
barrel band. Both buttstock and 
forend are made from wood, both 

are fitted with sling swivel 
studs and both are finished 
in a black, spiderweb-like, 
splatter paint surface finish 
for all-weather protection. 

In a departure from the 
original 1892 design, the 
R92 incorporates a Ros-
si-designed rotating safety 

positioned in the top rear of the 
bolt. Turning the lever 90 degrees 
clockwise disengages the safety, 
exposing a red dot in the top of the 
bolt indicating the gun is “off safe”. 
A 90 degree turn counter clockwise 
engages the safety, which locks the 

http://black-hills.com
http://elitesurvival.com
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firing pin to the rear inside the bolt. 
Hammer and trigger operation are 
unaffected by the safety position.

With an empty weight of 5 lbs. 
14 oz., and an overall length of 34 
inches, the R92 Triple Black .44 
Rem. Mag. is a lightweight and 
handy carbine for brush-gun duty. 
Its .44 Rem Mag. 
chambering lends 
itself to medium 
game hunting at 
short to moderate 
ranges. We’ve killed 

enough white tail deer with .44 
Mag. handguns to attest to the 
lethality of this round when 
loaded with expanding bullets 
appropriate for hunting, and the 
extra barrel length of the R92 
produces enough additional ve-
locity to make the .44 Rem. Mag. 

really shine. Ammunition capac-
ity of the R92 Triple Black .44 
Rem. Mag. is eight rounds in the 
under-barrel tubular magazine, 
plus one in the chamber. Ammu-
nition is loaded into the magazine 
through a load gate on the right 
side of the receiver. 

2—While the r92 
iS baSed on john 
broWning’S original 
1892 deSign, the 
roSSi MakeS tWo 
Stand out departureS: 
a bolt-Mounted ro-
tating Safety SWitch 
and a large-loop 
lever, the latter of 
Which iS a godSend 
for large and/or 
gloved handS.

1—to Work around the r92’S top-eject, 
1892 receiver deSign, roSSi gave the triple black 
Model a forWard, barrel-Mounted picatinny optic baSe 
to facilitate Mounting of a red-dot or extended-eye-relief 
Magnified optic. We uSed the neW vortex Sparc Solar red-dot 
throughout teSting. don’t Want to run an optic? the optic Mount 
alSo incorporateS a very effective, built in, fully adjuStable peep Sight.

TrTrIIple Blackple Black
Rossi R92Rossi R92

.44 Magnum.44 Magnum

http://leupold.com
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For testing we mounted the 
new-for-2021 Vortex SPARC 
Solar red-dot sight ($399.99 with 
integral mount) on the Picatinny 
top rail. The SPARC Solar, as the 
name suggests, is solar powered 
with a CR2032 battery backup. 
When ambient sunshine levels are 
not enough to power the sight, it 
will automatically 
switch to battery 
power. This tag-
team effect extends 
battery life to up to 

an impressive 150,000 hours!
Settling in to the 50-yard 

line — the distance we like to 
test rifles at when magnification 
isn’t part of the equation — we 
broke out the three different .44 
Magnum loads we could get our 
hands on for testing: Black Hills 
nasty-little 160-grain HoneyBad-

ger, SIG’s premium 240-grain 
Elite V-Crown JHP and Federal’s 
280-grain Swift A-Frame loads. 
In the downrange-precision 
department, the Black Hills, SIG 
and Federal loads all laid down 
stellar performance through the 
R92’s launch tube, all printing 
a best three-shot group of under 

1—threaded for a SuppreSSor or Muzzle brake, the r92 
triple black getS a Stubby 16.50-inch barrel, Making it perfect for the 
truck, the Saddle or the thick bruSh. With the exception of the gold-bead 
front Sight, all Metal partS are finiShed in a durable black-cerakote.

ontargetmagazine.com

2—the forend and 
buttStock are both 
carved froM Wood 
but are treated to 
loW-luSted black 
Spatter-type paint 
finiSh for all-Weather 
protection. Sling SWiv-
el StudS are preSent 
both front and rear, 
and a one-inch, ven-
tilated, black-rubber 
recoil pad helpS Soak 
up the recoil froM the 
MagnuM loadS.

1

2

TrTrIIple Blackple Black
Rossi R92Rossi R92

.44 Magnum.44 Magnum

http://wilsoncombat.com
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1.30-inches, but the SIG ammu-
nition — which, time and time 
again, has treated us to a high 
level of precision — produced 
the best performance of testing 
with its 0.62-inch group. We’d 
love to see what this carbine is 
capable of with a 
good, magnified, 
extended-eye-relief 
scout scope. No 
malfunctions were 
recorded and our 
R92 happily con-
sumed everything 
it was fed.

The R92’s dual 

locking-block action proved ex-
tremely smooth, clean and fast to 
cycle, which is one of the qualities 
that endeared the Model 1892 
design to generations of American 
shooters. We might even go as 
far to say that this is one of the 

TrTrIIple Blackple Black
Rossi R92Rossi R92

.44 Magnum.44 Magnum

2

11—We’re going to go on record and Say our roSSi r92 triple black carbine iS one of the SMootheSt- 
and quickeSt-cycling lever gunS We’ve ever teSted for on target. and, aS a not-So-practical or even Meaningful aSide, 
the gun produceS one of the MoSt SatiSfying Mechanical “click-click” SoundS We’ve ever heard While running the lever.

22—the r92 gave uS 
Stellar perforMance 
froM the 50-yard 
line, punching thiS 
0.62-inch three-Shot 
group uSing Sig’S pre-
MiuM 240-grain elite 
v-croWn jhp load.

smoothest-running lever gun’s 
we’ve ever tested. 

See the slick little R92 Triple 
Black at your local firearms retailer, 
or for more information contact 
Rossi USA; Tel.: (800) 948-8029; 
Web: www.rossiusa.com  

http://trijicon.com
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SAVAGE

impulse predator

S

1 2
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FINALLY, AN AFFORDABLE STRAIGHT-PULL

avage Arms has not been 
shy about betting on new rifle 

technology in recent years, and now 
the company is rolling the dice on 
something most American shooters 
have never embraced – a straight-
pull bolt action rifle.

Straight-pull rifles have long 
been popular in Europe, but those 
guns typically cost far more than 
most American hunters are willing 

to pay. Now they don’t have to 
thanks to the Savage Impulse, the 
first made-in-America straight-pull 
bolt action rifle.

I recently tested the Savage 
Impulse Predator model 
chambered in 6.5 Creed-
moor (it’s also available in 
22-250 Rem., 243 Win 
and 308 Win.) and came 
away impressed with the accuracy 

and operation of this gun. It is, in a 
word, fast – and that’s a good thing 
when you have multiple predators 
inbound on the run.

The Savage design employs a 
HexLock bolt that uses six stain-
less steel ball bearings and a detent 
in the receiver to lock up. Push the 
bolt forward to close the action 
and the bolt handle rotates for-
ward, engaging a mechanism that 
expands the ring of 

bearings and locks the action. 
Pulling the trigger unlocks the 
bolt, as does a button on the rear 
of the bolt. When you pull the 
bolt back, the handle rotates back 
to its rearward position as a case is 
extracted. The bolt cycles smooth-
ly, but you need to draw it back 
with just a little authority to fully 
eject cases. Once you get used to 
it, you can run the gun with blaz-
ing speed compared to traditional 

bolt action rifles.
The rifle can be 

highly customized to 
fit your individual 

needs. Its ambidextrous design 
allows you to easily swap the bolt 
handle from side to side, and you 
can even adjust the angle of the 
bolt handle. The AccuFit stock, 
which sports a Mossy Oak Terra 
Gila camo finish and a substantial 
recoil pad, comes with spacers and 
risers that let you adjust length of 
pull and comb height. 

Much of the rifle’s 8.7-pound 
weight is attributable to a beefy, 
medium-contour 20-inch car-
bon- steel barrel that’s mated to an 
aluminum receiver and threaded 
to accept brakes or suppressors. 

The action is bedded to the stock 
via the Savage AccuStock system, 
which uses an aluminum rail to en-
gage the action three-dimensionally 
along its entire length.

One thing you won’t lack with 
the Impulse Predator is firepower. 
It’s equipped with a detachable 
10-round AICS magazine with 
an ambidextrous release. The 
spring-loaded, hinged magazine 
release positioned at the front of the 
trigger guard takes a bit of pressure 

1— We Mounted leupold’S neW Mark 3hd 4-12x40 Scope to the rifleS 20-Moa rail, Which iS Machined directly 
into the top of the aluMinuM receiver.
2—the iMpulSe iS coMpatible With any aicS Magazine and ShipS With one Steel 10-round accurate Mag. an aMbi-
dextrouS paddle-Style Magazine releaSe iS poSitioned at the front of the triggergaurd. Savage’S excellent, adjuStable 
accutrigger can be found on the entire iMpulSe line of rifleS.

MIKE DICKERSON

suppressor-readysuppressor-ready,,

long-rangelong-range

FOUR NEW-FOR-2021

HUNTING RIFLES
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to operate, making it unlikely that 
a magazine could be accidentally 
dropped from the receiver.

The rifle is equipped with the 
much-copied, clean-breaking Sav-
age AccuTrigger, which is user-ad-
justable down to a pull weight of 
about 3 lbs. Our test gun arrived 

from the factory with a trigger pull 
weight of 3 lbs., 6 oz.

Savage rifles have long had a 
reputation for shooting accurately 
out of the box, so I was keen to 
see how the Predator performed at 
the range. With a Leupold Mark 
3HD 4-12x40 scope mounted to 

the one-piece, 20-MOA 
rail machined into the top 
of the receiver, I put the 
gun through its paces with 

6.5 Creedmoor ammo from Black 
Hills, Hornady and Winchester in a 
variety of bullet weights. 

The rifle did not disappoint. 
Three of four tested loads pro-
duced sub-MOA average 100-yard 
groups of 0.69, 0.83 and 0.88 
inches, and the gun delivered best 

1—the Savage accuS-
tock iS coated in a MoSSy 
oak terra gila caMo on 
the predator Model and 
iS fully adjuStable for 
coMb height and length 
of pull via the included 
accufit inSertS.
2—the iMpulSe pred-
ator Model iS fitted With 
a MediuM-contour, 20-
inch carbon Steel barrel 
With a threaded Muzzle 
to accept a brake or Sup-
preSSor. Silent legion’S 
6.5-Specific SuppreSSor iS 
ShoWn here.

1

2

suppressor-readysuppressor-ready,,

long-rangelong-range

FOUR NEW-FOR-2021

HUNTING RIFLES
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groups measuring less than half 
an inch with Hornady’s Precision 
Hunter 143 gr. ELD-X load and 
Winchester’s 140 gr. BTHP match 
ammo. The worst-performing load, 
with a lighter, 95 gr. varmint bul-
let, still turned in average groups 
measuring just 1.16 inches, which 

will definitively get the job done. 
Measured bullet velocities were, on 
average, 190 fps slower than facto-
ry-stated numbers, but that’s to be 
expected with the gun’s relatively 
short 20-inch barrel.

The concept of using a straight-
pull ball bearing “roller locked” 

system isn’t new, having been proven 
in use by some European gun 
makers. What is new is the afford-
ability of a straight-pull system in 
this American-made rifle, which is 
priced far below European straight-
pull guns with a MSRP of $1,379. 
See the new Savage Impulse line at 
your dealer, or for more information 
contact Savage Arms; Tel.: (800) 370-
0708; Web: www.savagearms.com

1—the Savage iMpulSe predator rifle 
proved to be conSiStently accurate in 
teSting. theSe nearly identical 100-
yard groupS Were fired by the author 
With tWo different loadS.
2—Straight-pull bolt-action rifleS 
have traditionally been priced beyond 
the MeanS of the average hunter. no 
longer iS that the caSe thankS to the 
neW Savage iMpulSe. eliMinating tWo 
MoveMentS froM the typical throW of a 
bolt-action rifle MeanS that one could 
cycle and fire the iMpulSe nearly aS faSt 
aS they could a SeMiautoMatic. addi-
tionally, the bolt can be SWapped froM 
the right to the left-hand Side.

1

2

ontargetmagazine.com22
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sig sauer cross
S
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THE AR-15-ish BOLT ACTION

CHRIS MUDGET

IG has done an admirable job at 
pulling major talent out of the firearms 

industry and bringing it all under one roof. 
It then consolidates this talent into all-star 
teams, mostly made up of engineers, prod-
uct managers and segment experts, who are 
then assigned (or let loose) to tackle specific 
projects. The rifle you see here, like many 
other SIG initiatives, is a product of this 
winning strategy. 

Meet SIG’s new-for-2020 bolt-action rifle, 
appropriately named the Cross—short for 
crossover. This general purpose, do-it-all rifle 
bridges the gap between lightweight hunting 
and long-range precision chassis rifles, and is 
fully capable of undertaking any task in-be-
tween. Tipping the scales at just 6.5 pounds, 
and folding to a length of just 25 inches, this 
sub-half-MOA capable rifle provides a pack-
age unmatched in today’s market—especially 
at an MSRP of $1649.99 to $1,879.99, 
depending on finish.

The Cross is initially being made available 
in three calibers: 6.5 Creedmoor, .308 Win, 
and the all-new .277 SIG Fury. The latter is 
based on a U.S. Army requirement for a new 
6.8mm cartridge. The .277 SIG Fury is the 
commercialized version of that round, and 
opens the doors to both civilian precision 
shooting and hunting markets; each segment 

1—Much like an ar-15 (or a Sig Mcx rattler in the caSe of thiS photo) the croSS 
WaS deSigned froM the ground up to be Modular and eaSily upgradeable. the action of 
the croSS, along With the rifle’S ergonoMicS, cloSely reSeMble an ar-15. thiS alloWed 
Sig to cut Weight of the rifle (the croSS WeighS only 6.5-poundS) While alSo Setting 
the Stage for future upgradeS. 

1

will reap the advantages of the research and 
development that were poured into the 
creation of the cartridge. Once ammuni-
tion comes online, you’ll have a 135-grain 
laser beam traveling in excess of 3,000 feet 
per second, out of a 16-inch barrel, from a 
platform that weights 6.5 pounds. It sounds 
a little scary, but perceived recoil is less than 
a .308 Win. fired from the same gun, and 
performance is astounding. 

The .277 SIG Fury is slated for a 
somewhat delayed release, as ammunition 
production ramps up. Until then, you can 
get your hands on either the 16-inch .308 
Win., or the 18-inch 6.5 Creedmoor, both 
of which have been shipping for quite some 
time now. Our test gun was chambered in 
.308 Win. and outfitted with a 16-inch, 
cold-hammer forged, 5R rifled barrel, 
finished in an attractive bead blasted grey 
color. The gun proved to be wicked accurate 
and damned handy. 

If the platforms like the P320 and MCX 
are any indication, it should come as no 
surprise that the Cross was designed from the 
ground up to be modular and easily up-
gradeable. The action of the Cross is unique 
and not based upon anything else currently 
available. It most closely resembles an AR-
15, which allowed SIG to greatly reduce the 
weight of the rifle, while at the same time 

suppressor-readysuppressor-ready,,

long-rangelong-range

FOUR NEW-FOR-2021

HUNTING RIFLES
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1

2

1—a long, SliM and Stable 
M-lok coMpatible forend pro-
videS needed verSatility While 
helping to keep overall Weight 
in check. the 16-inch, Stain-
leSS-Steel .308 barrel (18-inch 
in other caliberS) getS a 1:10 
tWiSt and 5/8”x24 tpi threadS 
for Mounting a Muzzle brake 
or a Sound SuppreSSor, Such 
aS the Sig Srd762ti-qd 
ShoWn here.
2—With Way leSS rooM 
than needed, We’ll do our 
beSt here to touch on the high 
pointS of the croSS froM the 
barrel back. notable featureS 
include a fully-adjuStable 
preciSion-Style folding Stock, 
a one-piece black-anodized re-
ceiver fitted With an ar-Style 
aMbi Safety and handgrip, a 
2-Stage Match trigger, MaSSive 
3-lug Short-throW bolt 
and aicS-pattern Magazine. 
paired With the Sig bdx 
rifleScope/rangefinder opticS 
SySteM ShoWn here, accurate 
long-range holdS are eaSily 
accoMpliShed With the croSS 
platforM. 

paving the way for upgrades. 
The bolt, as an example, floats 

similarly to that of an AR-15, which is a 
clue that more calibers are to come. The 
barrel, barrel nut and forward portion of 
the receiver also closely resemble an AR-
15, as do the safety selector and pistol 
grip. See a pattern developing? These are 
all important pieces of engineering, as 
they greatly expand the possibilities of 

the Cross, opening it up to easy barrel 
changes, handguard swaps and other 
upgrades, all of which are on the way. 

The massive, three-lug bolt feeds the 
rifle from a center-fed, AICS-pattern 
magazine. A massive bladed extractor 
and properly placed ejector produce 
reliable, repeatable case extraction that 
tosses spent cases low enough to avoid 
contact with optic windage turrets. Bolt 

ontargetmagazine.com26
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throw is extremely short and intuitive, 
and combined with a near perfectly 
placed, ergonomic bolt handle, you’ve 
got a platform that can be accurately 
fired at a surprisingly rapid pace.

To date, we’ve logged just shy of 
850 rounds through this particular 
rifle. Tens of 5-shot groups have 
punched paper at ranges from 100 
to 500 yards off the bipod, tripod 
and bench. Steel has been hammered 
from 600 to 1,000 yards, quite ef-

fortlessly. Our test Cross loaded with 
Hornady 168-grain ELD-Match am-
munition printed a .40-inch group 
at 100 yards, and a .60-inch group 
with Black Hills’ 178-grain ELD-X 
hunting load—three of which were in 
a .30-inch cluster. 

The Cross has proven to be a light-
weight, fully adjustable and incredibly 
accurate platform. The long handguard 
allows plenty of surface area to get 
stable in field-expedient shooting po-

1—With nearly 850 roundS through 
on target’S teSt gun to date, the attri-
buteS and verSatility of the croSS plat-
forM are obviouS. accurate, lightWeight, 
coMpact and extreMely Modular, it’S 
tough to beat for a do-all bolt gun. be-
tWeen the Well placed/Sized bolt handle 
and extreMely-Short bolt throW, you’ve 
got a platforM that can be accurately 
fired at a SurpriSingly rapid pace.
2—on target’S teSt gun proved to 
be a Solid half-Moa perforMer, With 
itS beSt 5-Shot group recorded to date 
MeaSuring 0.40 incheS With hornady’S 
168-grain eld-Match aMMunition.

sitions, and there’s plenty of space to 
add a bipod or ARCA rail for use with 
a tripod. Once the fully adjustable 
stock was properly tuned, the entire 
package just felt right in hand. We 
really appreciated the skinny hand-
guard and more vertical pistol grip, 
making it easy to grasp and pull in 
tight within the shoulder pocket and 
stabilize it—making long off-hand 
shots suddenly easy. For AR-15 shoot-
ers, this bolt gun is for you. Contact 
SIG Sauer; Tel: (603) 610-3000; Web: 
www.sigsuaer.com

1

2
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MOSSBERG PATRIOT

long range hunter

I

1 2
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MORE FOR YOUR MONEY

t’s not easy becoming an old fart. 
It takes a lifetime to accomplish, 

but one day you just wake up and 
realize you’ve arrived. It is with deep 
regret that I acknowledge the day has 
arrived for me.

You’ll know you’re there when all 
of a sudden nothing you took for 

granted as a normal part of life when 
you were a kid exists any longer. The 
milk man, the bread delivery guy, 
the bakery man, TVs with anten-
nas, gigantic American cars with 
white-wall tires, corded telephones 
and bolt-action rifles 
with high-polish blued 
metal and highly figured 
French walnut stocks. It’s 
the last item, of course, 

which prompted this lament, as 
I just received my 500th synthet-
ic-stocked bolt-action rifle with 
matte black metal finish to review.

Hey, I may be an old fart, but 
I’m not stupid. I understand that 
this is what hunters want these days. 
Every rifle manufacturer offers them 
— usually in multiple lines — and 
they’re inexpensive and easy to clean 

and care for. And they’re getting bet-
ter, less expensive and more feature 
rich every day. Perfect example: the 
new Patriot Long Range Hunter 
from Mossberg.

This new member of the “plastic 
rifle” genre offers very innovative 
features most hunters care about. 
Being the Long-range variant of the 
Patriot line, it’s chambered in one 

very popular short-action 
caliber (.308 Win.) and 
three go-fast cartridges: 

.300 Win Mag., 6.5 Creedmoor (test-
ed) and the new red-hot 6.5 PRC. 
All models of the Patriot Long Range 
Hunter are priced at $766. Other 
Patriot models start at $421, and 
Vortex-scoped combos start at $570.

The Patriot Long Range Hunter 
lacks the adjustable-comb stock, 
10-round magazine and bull barrel of 
its big brother, the Mossberg MVP 
LR Long Range, but it’s lighter, 
comes in a wider range of calibers 
and has no shortage of features that 

hunters desire. It will also save them 
$170 compared to the MVP LR.

The Patriot Long Range Hunter 
is fitted with a partially fluted, 22-
inch barrel (.308 Win. also; 24-inch 
in .300 Win. Mag. and 6.5 PRC) 
with an 11-degree crowned muzzle 
threaded for a suppressor or other 
muzzle device. A threaded muzzle 
cap is provided. Barrel contour is 

BILL BATTLES

1—threaded for a SuppreSSor (geMtech’S tracker ShoWn) or Muzzle brake, the patriot long range iS fitted With a 
22-inch fluted/MediuM contour barrel in .308 Win and 6.5 creedMoor (teSted), and a 24-inch launch tube in .300 
Win. Mag. and 6.5 prc.
2—the Spiral-fluted, tWo-lug bolt iS equipped With a SMall claW extractor, Spring-pin ejector and an enlarged 
bolt handle (thank you MoSSberg for that laSt one). a tWo-poSition Safety can be found on the right Side, and 
MoSSberg’S adjuStable lba trigger beneath. We Mounted a buShnell banner 2 6-18x50 rifleScope on the on the 
factory-equipped picatinny optic rail for teSting.
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medium-sporter with a matte black, 
phosphate-like finish. The spiral-flut-
ed, two-lug bolt is typical of today’s 
rifles, with a small claw extractor, 
spring-pin ejector and — kudos to 
Mossberg on this one — an enlarged 
bolt handle. A small safety lever is 
mounted to the right of the bolt 
head, and permits bolt manipulation 
when the safety is engaged. A small 
bolt-release lever occupies the same 

position to the left of the bolt head. 
A 15-slot Picatinny optics rail comes 
mounted atop the receiver from the 
factory. The trigger is Mossberg’s 
LBA, an excellent adaptation of the 
Savage AccuTrigger. It’s user ad-
justable for pull weight from 2- to 
7-pounds, and exhibits zero creep, 
stacking, take-up or over-travel. In 
three words: it’s damn-near perfect. 
The polymer detachable box maga-

zine is fast and easy to insert or drop, 
and offers ammo capacities of 5+1 in 
.308 Win. and 6.5 Creedmoor, 4+1 
in 6.5 PRC and 3+1 in .300 Win 
Mag. The matte-black finished trigger 
guard is made from steel.

The action is aluminum pillar 
bedded into the stock, which features 
a pronounced Monte Carlo comb, 
1-inch rubber butt pad, flat-bot-
tomed bench rest forearm with dual 
sling swivels for both sling- and bi-
pod-mounting, single sling swivel aft 
and is polymer-coated in Spider Gray 
finish with light micro-texture for en-

1

1—the buttStock iS equipped With 
a Monte carlo coMb, 1-inch rubber 
butt pad, flat-bottoMed bench reSt 
forearM With dual Sling SWivelS 
up front and one in the rear, and 
iS polyMer-coated in Spider gray 
finiSh With light Micro-texture for 
enhanced grip.
2—the polyMer-detachable 
Magazine holdS 5-roundS in .308 
Win. and 6.5 creedMoor, 4-roundS 
in 6.5 prc and 3-roundS in .300 
Win. Mag. it fed flaWleSSly during 
teSting, and inSerted and detached 
Without draMa. 

2
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2

hanced grip. Molded-in checkering is 
completely absent, and to be honest, 
wasn’t really missed.

In keeping with this rifle’s long-
range role, we mounted a Bushnell 
Banner 2 6-18x50 riflescope on the 
Picatinny top rail. While getting the 
rifle dialed in at 100-yards for bench 
testing, we noted that the bolt was 
both smooth and quick, aided by the 

enlarged bolt handle no doubt. We’ve 
always been able to wring out great 
downrange precision from the Patriot 
rifles we’ve tested over the years and 
the Long Range Hunter certainly 
didn’t put a stain on this record. 
Using Federal’s 130-grain Terminal 
Ascent load, we were able to drill a 
best-of-testing 0.64-inch three-shot 
group. All other ammo gave us sub-

MOA performance, and the Black 
Hills 143-grain Hornady ELD-X 
load was nipping at the heels of 
the winner with a 0.69-inch group. 
Overall, a very good showing.

If saving some money while not 
giving up performance is your num-
ber one priority in a hunting rifle, 
then you’re going to want to check 
out the new Patriot Long Range 
Hunter at your firearms retailer. 
Contact O. F. Mossberg & Sons; Tel.: 
(203) 230-5300; Web: mossberg.com

1—the long range hunter eaSily 
held up the patriot’S excellent 
record of doWnrange preciSion 
With on target’S previouS teSt 
rifleS, producing Several groupS 
that Were nipping at the heelS of 
1/2-Moa.
2—the long range hunt-
er proved light, quick-cycling, 
reliable and coMfortable in any 
Shooting poSition. if you’ve found 
yourSelf extending the rangeS of 
your hunt, it’S tough to go Wrong 
With thiS neW MoSSberg patriot.

1
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SPRINGFIELD ARMORY

2020 waypoint
B

1 2
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SIMPLY OUTSTANDING FROM BUTTPAD TO MUZZLE

DAVE BAHDE

olt rifles have always had steady 
demand. The advent of the M1A 

and AR altered that quite a bit, and 
while semi-autos remain popular, the 
pendulum has started to swing the last 
few years. Major gun manufacturers are 
making bolt rifles or have partnered with 

someone that does. Manufacturing costs 
and tolerances make them stronger, 
more accurate, easier to produce and 
less costly. It was 
time for Springfield 
Armory to join 
that party, and 

they did it with an excellent offering, the 
Waypoint 2020. Is it an all-new concept? 
Not really, but why reinvent the wheel? 
What this rifle offers is 100% U.S. man-
ufacture, excellent value and quality on a 
known platform using the latest materials 
and manufacturing techniques, starting at 
$1,699. And that is hard to beat! 

Waypoint receivers are machined to 
precision tolerances from stainless steel 

with an integral locking lug, pinned 
top rail, enlarged ejection port and 
low-profile side mounted bolt stop. 
EDM-cut raceways keep the bolt tight 
but also smooth, providing flawless 
feeding from an AICS detachable box 
magazine (capacity varies by cartridge). 
Fluted with dual locking lugs and cock-
ing cams, it can be disassembled with-
out tools. The bolt handle is removable 
and the firing pin design results in one 

of the fastest lock times on 
the market today. Barrels 
are either fluted stainless 
or a BSF carbon-fiber 

wrapped barrel, each with a .75 MOA 
precision guarantee. On Target’s test ri-
fle used the carbon-wrapped, 22-inch, 
1:8 twist barrel (adds $576) cham-
bered in 6.5 Creedmoor (.308 Win., 
6mm Creedmoor and 6.5 PRC are 
also available). Threaded at 5/8”x24 
TPI, a radial muzzle brake and thread 
protector are included. Triggertech’s 
Frictionless Release Technology 
provides a crisp, clean and repeatable 
trigger break that’s adjustable for pull 
weight from 2.5 to 5 pounds. 

The stock is an AG composites 
carbon-fiber model with a Pachmayr 

Decelerator recoil pad installed. Each 
is handmade and pillar bedded, with 
the empty weight of the rifle being 
as little as 6 pounds 9 ounces. Each 
stock is custom painted in either Ev-
ergreen or Ridgeline camo with fixed 
or adjustable combs (a 3-axis adjust-
able comb adds $126). There are five 
strategically placed QD sling swivel 
receptacles on the stock and M-LOK 
compatible slots on the bottom for a 
bi-pod if needed. Each rifle ships in a 

1— the carbon-Wrapped, 22-inch, 6.5 creedMoor barrel on our teSt rifle added an additional $524 over itS fluted Stain-
leSS-Steel Sibling, but alSo Subtracted around a half-pound of Weight. the reMovable Sa radial Muzzle brake created a notice-
able reduction in felt recoil. M-lok SlotS underneath and qd Sling SWivel receptacleS on either Side of the forend are Standard.
2—highlightS of the StainleSS-Steel receiver include a radial-fluted bolt With a large, reMovable bolt handle, enlarged 
ejection port, integrally-Machined recoil lug, preciSion edM-cut raceWayS and a picatinny opticS rail fitted With recoil 
pinS. finiSh on Metal coMponentS iS either Mil-Spec green (ShoWn) or deSert verde cerakote.
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nylon case with one polymer detach-
able box magazine. 

We equipped our test rifle with a 
Trijicon Credo 2.5-15 x 42mm scope 
mounted in a set of Farrell Industries 
rings. It is available with a Mil-Dot 
reticle or MOA (HX) mounted in the 

second focal plane. The glass is clear, 
bright, and consistent edge to edge. 
Low profile, light but strong, it is an 
excellent all-around scope with a retail 
price of $1,299. Precision machined 
from solid billet aluminum, Credos are 
true, matched, and nicely built.  

Accuracy was excellent during 
testing, with our best group coming 
from Black Hills Gold loaded with the 
Hornady 143-gr. ELDX bullet, mea-
suring just under 0.5 MOA. Nothing 
we tested fell outside Springfield’s 0.75 
MOA guarantee, and most groups 
were under 0.70 inches. Group testing 
was performed using the muzzle 
brake, with the addition of a Dead 
Air Silencers Nomad-30 suppressor. 

1—the hand-laid and pillar-bedded car-
bon-fiber Stock iS built by ag coMpoSiteS. 
our teSt rifle WaS equipped With the option-
al adjuStable coMb, but Standard on each 
are the pachMayr decelerator recoil pad 
and qd Sling SWivel receptacleS on either 
Side. Stock finiSheS include either evergreen 
(ShoWn) or ridgeline caMo patternS.
2—adjuStable froM 2.5 to 5 poundS, the 
factory triggertech trigger uSeS the coM-
pany’S “friction releaSe technology” for 
conSiStent and exceptionally clean breakS. 
the Waypoint 2020 feedS froM aicS-coM-
patible MagazineS. one Magpul pMag 5 
5-round polyMer Magazine iS included.

1

2
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Balance was excellent with or without 
the suppressor. There was no percep-
tible impact shift from barrel heating 
on 10 round strings at 300 yards with 
the BSF barrel.    

The Waypoint 2020 fit nicely in my 
Eberlestock X1A3 pack, was comfort-
able to carry, and set up on my tripod 
quickly. Blast at the shooter is minimal 
using the supplied brake; it’s loud, 
but there is a noticeable reduction in 

felt recoil. Suppressed, it 
remained easy to shoot, 
well balanced and plenty 
quiet for hunting without 
hearing protection.  

Bolt operation is smooth 
and tight with zero wobble 
and zero binding with just 
the right amount of lift 

pressure and a bolt knob that was easy 
to grab onto. Ejection was consistent 
no matter how hard we ran the bolt, 
and there were no issues feeding from 
four different AICS magazines, includ-
ing a double stack Accurate-Mag. The 
stock is very solid, and it feels hand-
made—no fantastic plastic here. Over-
all, the Waypoint 2020 feels very much 
like a custom-built precision rifle.  

This rifle has many features you 

expect to see on rifles at twice the 
price—namely the carbon stock, 
carbon wrapped barrel, fluted bolt, 
stainless steel action—all built to 
very tight tolerances. Accuracy is ex-
cellent and you’re left feeling like you 
bought a $5,000. custom precision 
rifle for $2,399 (the actual cost of 
our test configuration). I liked the 
2020 Waypoint enough to order one 
in 6.5PRC for myself. If you want 
an out-of-the-box precision rifle for 
hunting, duty work or just plain fun 
on the range, look no further than 
this one. See the 2020 On Target Ed-
itors’ Choice Award winning Spring-
field Waypoint 2020 rifle at your 
dealer, or contact Springfield Armory; 
Telephone: (800) 680-6866; Website:
www.springfield-armory.com

1—Springfield giveS you a 0.75 Moa accuracy guarantee With 
the Waypoint 2020. our teSt rifle eaSily Met that benchMark With 
Sub-half Moa preciSion.
2—StainleSS-Steel receiverS that are Machined to preciSion 
toleranceS, paired With edM-cut raceWayS, Work to keep the 
bolt tight but alSo running very SMooth. feeding, extraction and 
ejection Were all flaWleSS. 

1

2
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Vortex SPARC Solar ($400)
Iron sights on your hunting rifle are 
borderline archaic at this point in the game — the 
red-dot revolution is in full swing. If you haven’t 
seen one in person yet, check out Vortex Optics’ 
new SPARC Solar powered red dot. This micro red 
dot sight harnesses the power of the sun to greatly 
increase battery life; up to 150,000 hours on a single 
CR2032 lithium battery. That’s about 17 years, seven 
more than the actual battery is rated for. Ten daytime 
illumination and two night-vision settings ensure the 
proper amount of brightness for any hunting condi-
tion. The SPARC features a 2 MOA dot for preci-
sion aiming, ideal for use on both a general-purpose 
carbine or hunting rifle/handgun, and it even comes 
with a height adjustable Picatinny mount, making it 
a turnkey solution. Contact Vortex Optics; Tel.: (800) 
4VORTEX; Web: www.vortexoptics.com

Black Hills is habitually at the forefront 
of ammunition development, and that’s a compli-
ment of the highest degree. While most manufac-
turers are still struggling to obtain components, no 
thanks to the manufacturing slowdown we’ve all 
experienced, Black Hills had the foresight to plan 
ahead when the times were good and continues to 
innovate as a byproduct. New for 2021 Black Hills 
is releasing, among other loads, a new 6.5 Creed-
more cartridge under its Dual Performance line. 

This 130-grain, purpose-built CNC machined 
monolithic copper hunting bullet reliably performs 
on longer shots, but still provides sufficient pene-
tration on close shots as well, hence the name Dual 
Performance. Cranking along at a muzzle velocity 
of 2,800 feet per second and producing 2,263 foot 
pounds of energy at the muzzle, this projectile is 
designed to both expand upon impact — creating 
a large wound track — and penetrate deeply. For 
more information contact Black Hills Ammunition; 
Tel.: (605)348-5150; Web: www.black-hills.com

While the cargo or thigh pocket of our 
hunting pants have traditionally been the adhoc 
holster for our rangefinders, the placement has been 
far from optimal. We’re becoming more organized 
(slightly) as the seasons pass and our high-tech gear 
has certainly become more expensive. In an effort 
to protect these vitally important accessories, we’ve 
been searching for quality dedicated pouches that 
offer utility, functionality and quick deployment. 

Currently, favorite means of stowing a rangefind-
er for the hunt is made by renowned pack manu-
facturer Mystery Ranch. Our staff has a collection 
of Mystery Ranch packs deep into the double digits 
at this point, as the name has become synonymous 
with quality, functionality and long-haul comfort. 
The rangefinder holster is available in foliage or 
coyote and is designed to attach to your pack’s 
MOLLE webbing, shoulder pad, binocular harness 
or waist belt. Stretch woven side panels allow for a 
universal fit (5” tall x 1.5” deep x 2.5” wide) and a 
speedy draw, while also providing a pair of lashing 
points for additional security. For more informa-
tion contact Mystery Ranch; Tel.: (833) 548-1999; 
Web: www.mysteryranch.com
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Black Hills Gold
6.5 CM dual performance ($65)

mystery Ranch
rangefinder holster ($25) No one likes a dull blade, especially on a hunting knife. Cold Steel’s 

new Click N Cut Hunters Model features a blaze-orange ABS-plastic handle, 
foldable/replaceable-blade hunting knife technology, and thicker 1.5mm 420J2 
stainless-steel blades for added blade- and locking-mechanism strength for those 
more arduous tasks. This system delivers the same easy-to-remove/easy-to-install 
replacement blade system as the original Click-N-Cut fixed-length knives but 
with the convenience and compact storage of a folding lockback knife. Replac-
ing a blade is as simple as partially folding the blade with the lock bar depressed, 
removing and replacing the blade, and allowing the lock bar to secure the bade in 
the closed or open position. The Click-N-Cut system makes blade replacement 
faster and safer than other systems on the market and is strong enough to handle 
the toughest jobs. Cold Steel’s heralded Tri-Ad locking system offers safe and secure 
lockup and responds well with both positive and negative pressure. The Click-N-

Cut Folder comes with three 2.5-inch blades — a Bowie, gut hook and a ser-
rated utility — all conveniently stored in an ABS-plastic belt-hook sheath. 

Contact Cold Steel; Tel.: (877) 269-8490; Web: coldsteel.com

Cold Steel Click N Cut Hunters Model ($31.99)New-for-2021

    Accessories &  
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SME Shot-Spot
Wifi Camera ($199.99)
Looking to streamline the sight-in process 
of your hunting rifle? The Bullseye Spot Shot WIFI 
Spotting Scope Camera with Screen is a digital 
video camera equipped with an integrated 2.4-inch 
high-resolution LED viewing monitor that works 
with your spotting scope equipped with a 1- to 1.5-
inch eyepiece. The device is a dual-function system 
that can operate as a stand-alone target viewing 
system or, when combined with the Bullseye Target 
Manager app, pairs with your mobile device. The 
tilting LCD screen can be adjusted for high- or 
low-angle viewing to help eliminate background 
glare. When using the camera in full sunlight, the 
blackout hood ensures a bright, high-contrast view 
of the LCD screen, effectively relieving eye strain 
that often accompanies long periods of looking 
through a spotting scope. An integral recharge-
able lithium battery delivers 8 to 10 hours of use 
between charges, while a micro USB charging port 
and cable allow charging from mobile or stationary 
power sources. Contact Shooting Made Easy (SME); 
Tel.: (877) 269-8490; Web: www.gsmoutdoors.com

Leupold Pro Guide
Tripod Kit ($600)
The use of lightweight shooting aides have 
been in use since someone discovered a musket 
could be fired more accurately in the field when its 
forend was stabilized with a pair of crossed sticks. 
Ever since that time, riflemen have been improving 
upon that concept as they experimented with practi-
cal methods of stabilizing their guns for longer-range 
precision shots. The tripod has become so light-
weight, maneuverable and easy to adjust that many 
professional shooters (read snipers) and recreational 
hunters alike have begun taking them into the field 
with them. The pack space they take up is well worth 
the many benefits they provide — both as a shooting 
platform and for long-range spotting scope glassing.

For 2021 Leupold has released its Pro Guide 
Carbon Fiber Tripod that delivers incredible versa-
tility and performance in a nice, small package, yet 
expands to a maximum height of 67 inches and a 
minimum of 6.7 inches when utilizing the three piv-
ot locks. Its smooth ball-head action and Arca-Swiss 
head mount will integrate with most of your existing 
accessories and optics, while the four twist and lock 
carbon fiber leg sections are perfect for making al-
most any height adjustment on the fly. This tripod is 
so stable, we have achieved sub-3/4 MOA groups at 
100 yards from a kneeling position and 1,000-yard 
standing shots on MOA steel. Contact Leupold; Tel.: 
(800) LEUPOLD; Web: www.leupold.com
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In an effort to reduce the complexity 
and number of items brought afield by hunt-
ers and shooters, dual use items are becoming 
hugely popular. Two such items that we’re see-
ing combined on the regular are the rangefinder 
and binocular, hence the name Rangefinding 
Binoculars. This is one of those products that 
may have you scratching your head as to why 
they’re aren’t more popular. Your confusion 
would not be unfounded — the manufacturing 
complexities and subsequent cost have reserved 
this technology for those with more “flexible” 
budgets. But, like everything else technology 
driven, not only will the cost eventually come 
down, these products also tend to shrink in size.

Bushnell is now combining its superb rang-
ing accuracy and advanced optics technology 
to produce the Fusion X 10X42mm Ranging 
Binocular — a, relatively speaking, affordable 
marriage of rangefinder and binocular. Their 
HDOS, or High-Definition Optical System, 
provides optimum viewing clarity, while their 
one-of-a-kind ActivSync Display means the 
digital ranging readout is always crystal clear. 
Rangefinding capability is about one mile, and 
the unit’s low-light performance is very good 
thanks to multicoated lenses and BK7 prisms. 
If we were to purchase just one new hunting 
product this year, it would be rangefinding 
binoculars. Contact Bushnell; Tel.: (800)423-
3527; Web: www.bushnell.com

Perfect for those who own different 
caliber AR’s for hunting and defense, Wilson 
Combat has developed a multi-caliber polymer 
AR-pattern magazine with a unique follower 
and tube design that ensures flawless function 
with not only standard .223/5.56 NATO loads, 
but also the 300 Blackout and Wilson’s own 300 
HAM’R ammunition. Yes, Wilson Combat has 
actually done what many people falsely claim a 
standard AR magazine does, but really doesn’t — 
and that’s reliable function with all the rounds 
listed. Additionally, Wilson also now offers an 
AR-10 Multi-Caliber Magazine, reliably feeding 
7.62mm NATO/.308 Win., 6.5 Creedmoor 
and .338 Federal. All magazines offers a dura-
ble, non-slip polymer body, anti-tilt follower, 
and powerful spring all equating to a magazine 
that will be fully functional regardless of field 
conditions. Contact Wilson Combat; Tel.: (800) 
955-4856; Web: www.wilsoncombat.com

Wilson Combat Multi-Caliber
Magazines ($18.95 to $23.95)

Bushnell Fusion Rangefinding 
Binoculars ($700)
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T WAS NOW OR NEVER.
Legal shooting light would expire in just minutes 
as I sat watching a mature, slick-six whitetail 

(with no brow tines) feeding slowly toward me 100 
yards away. He was a perfect candidate to remove 
from the gene pool. I was on a mission to harvest 
a management buck and a cull buck while testing 
Federal’s new Terminal Ascent premium hunting 
ammo, hunting a 16,000-acre, low-fence ranch 
with Double T Outfitters in south Texas. Madden-
ingly, the buck would never turn broadside. He 
offered only a quartering-on angle, which has never 
been one of my favorites for deer-sized game.

“Oh well,” I thought, “I’m here to put this 
ammo to the test,” and touched off a shot from 
my customized Remington 700 chambered in 280 
Ackley Improved, sending a 155-grain bullet into 
the buck’s vitals. He staggered at the impact, ran 30 
yards and dropped.

Late the following day, the exact same scenario 
played out with a cull buck at 165 yards, and ended 
with identical results. In both cases, the bullet 
entered slightly behind the shoulder, penetrated 
more than 20 inches and exited just in front of the 
offside hip. For sure, there was no issue with pen-
etration or terminal effectiveness with this bullet, 
and that’s by design.

Terminal Ascent ammunition is uniquely de-
signed to achieve deep penetration while expanding 
reliably at a broad range of velocities and distances. 
Terminal Ascent blends the features of top match-
style bullet designs with bonding technology to 
deliver any-range accuracy and reliable expansion, 
providing high weight retention, deep penetration 
and lethal terminal performance. The design traces 
its lineage to Federal’s proven Trophy Bonded Tip, 
which evolved from the firm’s Trophy Bonded Bear 
Claw ammo. 

The design starts with a corrosion-resistant, nick-
el-plated case using clean-burning propellant and 
a sealed primer. The bullet has a solid shank with 
a thick, solid-copper base which supports a lead 

core that is bonded to the copper jacket. The solid 
shank and bonded core help the bullet achieve deep 
penetration with good weight retention compared 
to traditional cup-and-core bullets.

Reliable expansion is further ensured by the use 
of exterior jacket skiving and serrations that allow 
petals to peel back on contact, even with bullets 
running at modest velocities, such as a 200-grain 
30-caliber bullet traveling at 1,400 fps at 1,200 
yards downrange. Expansion is further aided by a 
hollow cavity in the bullet’s nose, which is tipped 
with a patent-pending Slipstream Tip. The tip is 
unique in that it has a hollow core with a small 
cavity running the length of the tip almost to its 
point. The point breaks free upon impact, allowing 
fluid to enter the hollow core, generating pressure 
and expansion. The Slipstream tip also has high 
resistance to heat generated by high-velocity bullets 
in flight.

Delivering tough, bonded performance in a 
match-style hunting bullet is a tall order, but from 
what I’ve seen, Federal has succeeded admirably. 
Terminal Ascent bullets are boat-tail designs with a 
secant ogive, a small aerodynamic meplat and high 
ballistic coefficient, delivering flat trajectories and 
minimizing wind drift. 

Maximizing BC was a primary objective in 
developing Terminal Ascent bullets to meet the 
growing demand for sleek, elongated bullets that 
perform well at long range. To do so, Federal 
engineers focused on relatively heavy-for-caliber 
bullet weight choices and optimal boat-tail angles. 
Longer boat-tails can result in higher BCs, but they 
can also reduce stability. Federal experimented with 
boat-tail angles and extended them as far as possible 
without sacrificing stability, creating bullets such as 
the 155-grain 280 Ackley Improved load I tested, 
which has a .586 G1 BC. The 130-grain 6.5 Creed-
moor bullet has a .532 G1 BC.

Federal engineers also experimented with the 
number and placement of grooves on the bullet 
shank, creating what Federal calls AccuChanel 

Match level precision with
lethal terminal performance

Federal Premium

Terminal Ascent
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1–for teSting in the field and at 
the range, the author uSed a reM-
ington 700 aMerican WilderneSS 
rifle that had been accurized by 
hill country rifleS and chaM-
bered in 280 ackley iMproved.
2–the author Shot thiS Manage-
Ment buck in South texaS With a 
tricky quartering-on Shot With 
the terMinal aScent 155-grain 
280 ackley iMproved load. the 
bullet entered Slightly behind the 
Shoulder and penetrated More 
than 20 incheS before exiting, 
deMonStrating excellent penetra-
tion and lethality.

ontargetmagazine.com

groove technology. Grooves improve ac-
curacy while reducing fouling and barrel 
wear but, according to Federal engineers, 
they also result in about a five percent 
drop in BC per groove. The engineers 
found they could achieve the same ben-
efits and accuracy with one or two stra-
tegically placed grooves versus the three 
grooves used in older bullet designs. They 

also used computational fluid dynamic 
modeling to alter the grooves to reduce 
drag. While most grooves have 90-degree 
walls, AccuChannel grooves have a sloped 
rear wall that reduces pressure and drag 
on the bullet.

In testing at the range, the 155-grain 
280 Ackley Improved load proved to be 
quite accurate. The very first group fired 

from the new 24-inch Benchmark barrel 
of my customized rifle measured 0.70 
inch. Subsequent groups, shot in more 
windy conditions, averaged 0.75 inches, 
but included one group with three bullets 
nestled into a single ragged hole. There 
are few challenges in hunting that can’t 
be handled by ammo with this level of 
downrange precision – and few animals 

1

2
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Federal Premium

Terminal Ascent
Ammunition
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2–terMinal aScent iS deSigned to deliver Match-Style 
bullet perforMance With tough, bonded-bullet terMinal 
perforMance With good Weight retention, and deSigned 
to expand reliably Within a broad range of velocitieS at 
diStanceS out to 1,400 yardS. 
3–the unique deSign of terMinal aScent bulletS includeS 
a Solid Shank With a thick, Solid copper baSe Supporting 
a lead core that iS bonded to the copper jacket, exterior 
jacket Skiving, a patent-pending, holloW, heat-reSiStant, 
neon-blue SlipStreaM tip, accuchannel grooveS and an 
optiMized boat-tail angle. (federal aMMunition photo)
4–the 155-grain 280 ackley iMproved load proved to 
be quite accurate at the range, producing 3/4-Moa 
average groupS and thiS Single-ragged-hole beSt group.

ontargetmagazine.com

1–terMinal aScent aMMo iS available in a variety of hunting cartridge optionS, 
uSing heavy-for-caliber bulletS, ranging froM 6.5 creedMoor to 300 Win. Mag., 
With SoMe intereSting StopS in betWeen Such at 280 ackley iMproved and 300 prc.

in North America that can’t be taken with 
a 280 Ackley Improved and Terminal 
Ascent ammo.

Velocity for that load was clocked at 
2,887 fps, which is only 43 fps slower 
than the factory-stated velocity for that 
round of 2,930 fps. Mind you, that’s out 
a new barrel that hasn’t been fully broken 
in yet, so I would expect a slight velocity 
gain over time. 

The new line of ammunition was 
initially launched in 11 cartridge options, 
including 6.5 Creedmoor 130-grain, 6.5 
PRC 130-grain, 270 Win. 136-grain, 270 
WSM 136-grain, 280 Ackley Improved 
155-grain, 28 Nosler 155-grain, 7mm 

1

4

2 3

Rem. Magnum 155-grain, 308 Win. 
175-grain, 30-06 Spring. 175-grain, 300 
Win. Mag. 200-grain, and 300 Win. 
Short Mag. 200-grain. Terminal Ascent 
bullets were also offered as compo-
nents for handloaders. These include 
130-grain .264, 136-grain .277, 
155-grain .284. 175-grain .308, and 
200-grain .308.

Added to the lineup in late 2020 were 
a 300 PRC 215-grain factory load and sev-
eral component bullets, including a new 
.277 155-grain bullet, a .284 175-grain 
bullet and a .308 215-grain bullet. Ad-
ditions to the lineup may appear by the 
time you read this. See Federal’s Terminal 

Ascent line at your nearest dealer, 
or for more information, contact 
Federal Ammunition; Tel.: (800) 831-
8100; Web: federalpremium.com 

Federal Premium

Terminal Ascent
Ammunition

http://www.federalpremium.com
http://christensenarms.com
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ike many young hunters of my generation, 
I too grew up carrying a hand-me-down lever 

action Model 94, except mine was chambered 
in .44 Remington Magnum. When the time 
was right, that rifle would snap up and onto my 
shoulder—my eye perfectly aligned behind the 
peep sight—as I took the slack out of the trigger; 
milliseconds later the rush of recoil was absorbed 
by my boney shoulder. I loved and respected that 
rifle; it was lightweight (at least during the first 
hour), hard-hitting and pretty handy—consider-
ing the alternatives for me at the time. Thanks to 
the seemingly never-ending dry practice sessions 
on my grandparent’s front lawn, I was able to 
manipulate and accurately shoot that ‘94 at a 
subconscious level, just like precision casting a 
fly rod, the other skill honed on that very same 
stretch of lawn. 

All my admiration for that old Winchester 
seemingly evaporated the first time I laid hands 
on an AR-style rifle. The platform’s incredible 
ergonomics gave me an almost reassuring, yet 
comforting confidence, almost as if Stoner him-
self had designed the rifle with me in-mind. The 

ontargetmagazine.com54 ontargetmagazine.com 55

Chris Mudgett Ben Battles 

L

Stalker
   Carbon Hunter

Brenton 

The Midwestern Sledgehammer

.450 Bushmaster

18



56 57ontargetmagazine.com56

sleekness, lightweight and superb 
balance—coupled with its modern 
looks, tack-driving accuracy and 
recoil-mitigating magazine-fed semi-
automatic action—simply screamed 

utilitarian to me. It was love at first 
sight. Now, what I quickly learned 
was that, while your standard AR 
chambered in 5.56 NATO may be 
ideal for bipeds, it isn’t necessarily 

the optimal choice for medium 
to larger sized game animals. For 
that, a little more lead is required. 
Which brings me yet another 
reason to love the AR-pattern ri-
fle — caliber choices! The AR-15 
is really a modern marvel and can 
be chambered in a multitude of 
calibers to fit your specific needs, 
even in calibers that may give 
you pause. Those living in certain 
mid-western states have a unique 
requirement for a straight-walled 
cartridge of specific dimensions, 
if they want to hunt deer with a 
centerfire rifle. In 2014, Michi-

gan’s Natural Resources Commission 
approved a regulation to allow the 
use of rifles capable of using .35-cal-
iber or larger ammunition with 
straight-walled cartridges that have a 
minimum case length of 1.16-inch-
es and a maximum case length of 
1.8-inches to harvest deer in limited 
firearms zones. These dimensions 
were instituted to reduce the likeli-
hood of a bullet traveling far enough 
beyond an intended target to pose 
much of a threat. The law started in 
Michigan but spread to neighboring 
state Ohio and then on to Pennsyl-
vania and Indiana. When it comes 
to straight-walled cartridges com-
patible with the AR-15, pickings are 
slim. But the motivation for modern 
hunters to find a suitable alternative 
to a shotgun firing slugs was high, 
to say the least. One such load is the 
.450 Bushmaster, a concept origi-
nally dreamed of by none other than 

1—the brenton’S 18-inch barrel — 
threaded for a Muzzle brake or Sound 
SuppreSSor (Silent legion’S .450 buSh-
MaSter SuppreSSor ShoWn here) — iS 
Shrouded by a lightWeight, Weatherproof, 
picatinny-rail-equipped reinforced car-
bon-fiber-coMpoSite 15-inch handguard.
2—the .450 buShMaSter, coMpared 
to the Standard ar-15 chaMbering of 
5.56x45MM nato on the right, launcheS 
a large chunk of lead With a relatively 
flat flight path out to about 200 yardS. 
MagazineS are diMenSionally the SaMe, al-
beit With reShaped folloWerS and feed lipS. 
for StateS that alloW Straight-Walled-
only cartridgeS for hunting, or any 
State With thick ground cover, the .450 
buShMaSter iS an outStanding option.

2

1

SpecificationS 

type:                         direct iMpingeMent, SeMi-auto.
caliber:                   .450 buShMaSter

barrel:                    18 in., 1:24 in. tWiSt

overall length:   36.25 in.
Weight:                   7 lbS. 2 oz.
Stock:                      Magpul Moe fixed 
grip:                         hogue

finiSh:                      Marblekote

capacity:                 5 rdS.
Muzzle device:     thread protector

trigger:                   brenton br-1
SightS:                     none

MSrp:                    $2,300

Stalker
   Carbon Hunter

Brenton 
.450 Bushmaster

18

http://bushnell.com
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the late Col. Jeff Cooper, and made a 
reality by Tim LeGendre, and even-
tually modified by Hornady Manu-
facturing. Cooper had envisioned a 
large bore cartridge in a semi-auto 
rifle capable of one-shot kills on 
large game animals out to about 250 
yards. LeGendre developed what was 
coined the 45 Professional cartridge, 
and later delivered a functional AR-

15 to Cooper in said chambering. 
Hornady got involved, and 

after some modification to case 
diameter and overall length, they 
were able to top the cartridge 
with their 250-grain SST Flex-Tip 
bullet, and thanks to a new OAL 
of 1.700-inches, it could be shoe-
horned into a slightly modified AR 
magazine with a single-stack follow-
er, albeit at a significantly reduced 
capacity. In my mind, a modern 

.44 Remington Magnum was born 
with a relatively flat trajectory out 
to about 200 yards, delivering a 
250-grain chunk of high-perfor-
mance lead on target at eye-popping 
levels of foot pounds of energy, all 
out of my preferred magazine-fed, 
semiautomatic platform.

It should be of little surprise 
that the Stalker Carbon Hunter 
18 chambered in .450 Bushmaster 
gracing these pages was born in the 
town of Lansing, an area of the State 
of Michigan keen on taking full ad-

1— the bolt-carrier group iS finiShed 
in a nib (nickel boron) uct exo 
coating for a draMatic reduction in 
friction and a MeaSurable increaSe 
in reliability. all brenton rifleS are 
equipped With the coMpany’S oWn bt1 
Single-Stage, adjuStable and drop-in 
trigger aSSeMbly.
2—brenton decided to uSe the 
Magpul fixed Moe rifle Stock on 
all of itS rifleS due to the excellent 
cheek-Weld, MaSSive internal Stor-
age coMpartMent and Multiple Sling 
Mounting pointS. our teSt rifle WaS 
finiShed in an attractive Marblekote 
harveSt caMouflage pattern, but “fo-
liage”, “Midnight” and “SnoW” patternS 
are alSo optionS. Stalker

   Carbon Hunter

Brenton 
.450 Bushmaster

18

http://seekinsprecision.com
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vantage of the NRC’s reform. After 
this change, Bartt Brenton, found 
himself in a frustrating position. 
As a fellow lover of the AR-pattern 
rifle, Brenton quickly discovered 
his choices of straight walled car-
tridges were not overly broad in his 
preferred platform, especially in a 
factory configured rifle. Instead of 
accepting this, he saw an opportu-
nity to not only solve the problem 
for himself, but for an entire region 
of hunters spanning multiple states. 
Brenton USA was born.

As a career engineer, Bartt Bren-
ton spent his career working at 
the world’s largest superconduct-
ing cyclotron laboratory located 
at Michigan State University. As 
a lifelong hunter, Brenton’s many 
years afield — combined with his 
scientific experiences and exposure to 
technologically advanced science and 
materials — gave him an advantage 
over others within the space. 

Combining the two, Brenton be-

gan building rifles for the serious AR 
hunter, with an objective of provid-
ing a hunting-specific platform that 
took full advantage of all the benefits 
the AR brings to the table, but in 
a premium yet no-nonsense form 
factor. With an everything you need, 
nothing you don’t mindset, Bren-
ton’s rifles quickly gained notoriety 
among Midwestern hunting circles 

1—“huntSize” controlS on the right 
Side of the receiverS — enlarged to help 
With Manipulation While Wearing gloveS 
— include the rear takedoWn pin and 
Serrated Magazine releaSe. the hogue 
overMolded-rubber grip reMainS tacky and 
coMfortable in all Weather conditionS 
and iS an excellent choice for a hunt-
ing-Specific ar.
2—enlarged controlS on the left 
Side include the Safety Selector and 
bolt releaSe/hold open, aS Well aS a 
glove-friendly, enlarged triggerguard 
opening. We uSed the very Solid coMbo 
of a neW-for-2021 leupold Mark 3hd 
1.5-4x20 rifleScope and SeekinS preciSion 
MxM 30MM Mount throughout teSting. 
the factory Magazine featureS a .450 
buShMaSter-Specific folloWer and feed 
lipS and holdS a total of five roundS.

60
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Stalker
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.450 Bushmaster
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who shared his passion and desire for 
a slicked-up, big-bore sledgehammer 
of an AR in .450 Bushmaster.

The bolt-carrier group is finished 
in a NiB (nickel boron) UCT EXO 
coating. The EXO NiB coating is 
high in hardness, yet lower in friction 
than either chrome or nickel Teflon. 
A high-phosphorous electroless nickel 
base coating ensures excellent cor-
rosion resistance not found in other 
nickel-boron finishes that utilize a 
single, thinner layer; all equating to 
unquestionable reliability.

The 18-inch barrel is conveniently 
threaded to accept your choice of 
muzzle device or sound suppres-
sor, with our preference being the 
latter — especially when paired with 
subsonic 450 Bushmaster in the 
near 400-grain range. The barrel is 
encased by a 15-inch free-floating 
handguard constructed of reinforced 
carbon-fiber composite for tough-
ness, weather resistance and for its 

extreme lightweight that really bal-
ances the rifle nicely. The handguard 
has a pair of Picatinny rail sections 
at either end and positioned at 6 
o’clock for mounting the rifle on a 
tripod or utilizing a bipod.

A fixed Magpul MOE stock was 
chosen for its extremely consistent 
cheek-weld and massive internal 
storage capacity. The MOE stock 
features multiple QD sockets for 
attaching the rear point of a sling, 
however, the only choice for a front 
attachment is a QD cup located at 
the rear of the front most Picatinny 
rail section at 6 o’clock. All controls, 
including the bolt release/hold open, 
magazine release, charging handle, 
rear takedown pin have been extend-
ed and the triggerguard has been en-
larged — all in an effort to increase 
the platform’s usability with gloved 
hands in the cold winter months the 

Midwest is known for.
The trigger is Brenton’s own 

Performance Grade Trigger, which 
is a single-stage drop-in cassette 
style trigger. The pull weight is user 
adjustable from 3.5 to 6.5 pounds 
and the trigger shoe provides a nice 
contour that is not only functional 
but atheistically pleasing. Brenton 
states each trigger is hand-tuned 
and test-fired (at their test bench) 
for optimal performance by one of 
their expert trigger technicians as the 
final quality check before it’s ready 
for delivery. Our trigger measured 
3 pounds 13 ounces using a Lyman 
Digital Trigger Pull Gauge. Finally, 
our Stalker was attractively finished 
in a Marblekote Harvest camouflage 
pattern that will no doubt blend into 
most late season terrain. Three other 

patterns are also available.
Accuracy, Accuracy, Accuracy. 

Chambered in .450 Bushmaster, 
the Stalker Carbon Hunter is fully 
capable of ethically taking virtu-
ally any big-game critter in North 
America. Not only is the Stalker 
Carbon Hunter in .450 Bushmaster 
a lead-launching sledgehammer, it 
does so with scalpel-like precision. 
At 50 yards, the rifle clover-leafed 
three rounds of 300-grain Federal 
Power-Shok — the only ammuni-
tion available to us during testing. 
Moving out to 100 yards the rifle 
pounded out a three-shot group 
measuring just 0.58-inches. As long 
as the distance to target remained 

reasonable, I would 
absolutely take this rifle/
cartridge combination in pursuit of 
any game in North America, with 
absolute confidence.  

For many years, the uncasing of 
a magazine-fed AR-style semiau-
tomatic rifle would draw instant 
sneers, regardless of its chambering, 
regardless of its color. The mere 
sight was an instant turnoff for a 
majority hunters whose paths we’d 
cross afield. Thankfully those times 
have changed, and while I can’t 
speak for the hunting community 
as a whole, within the regions that 
I’ve been hunting these last few 

1—While the recoil energy certainly re-
MindS you that you juSt pulled the trigger 
on a big-bore ar, Shooting the brenton WaS 
a load of fun … eSpecially When reactive 
Steel-plate targetS are involved. We teSted 
the carbon Stalker 18 both SuppreSSed and 
unSuppreSSed and neither condition gave uS a 
Single Malfunction.
2—Since itS inception, We’ve coMe to learn 
that the .450 buShMaSter iS an inherently 
accurate cartridge, and if We’re not printing 
Sub-Moa groupS, it’S alMoSt guaranteed to 
be either the gun, the optic or uS, and not the 
aMMo. caSe in point: the brenton’S 0.58-inch 
100-yard, three-Shot group uSing federal’S 
300-grain poWer-Shok ShoWn here. thiS rifle 
iS Worth the price of adMiSSion. period.

2
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years, America’s rifle has finally 
gained acceptance by even the 
most traditional traditionalists 
among us. For those who can 
appreciate fine craftsmanship and 
thoughtful design—all in a prac-
tical, hard-hitting, straight-walled 
package—will have a tough time 
doing better than Brenton’s Stalker 
Carbon Hunter, especially when 
chambered in .450 Bushmaster. 
See this rifle at your nearest dealer, 
or for more information contact 
Brenton USA; Tel,: (517) 281-2571; 
Web: www.brentonusa.com 
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ossberg has seriously up-
graded its Silver Reserve and 

Gold Reserve shotgun lines for 2021. 
Eleven all-new models in all four 
gauges now comprise the two lines, 
and are priced from $636 to $1,221. 
While still made in Turkey, these 

definitely are NOT the Mossberg 
Reserve O/U shotguns of yesteryear. 
That’s not to say that the previous 
generation of shotguns were terrible, 

but these are certainly an upgrade. 
The first Silver Reserve guns to come 
out were a bit rough around the 
edges, and truth be told, we didn’t 

M
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buttstock and forearm, the Even-
tide is mechanically identical to all 
other Silver reserve models. Offered 
only in 12-gauge, it features 28-
inch barrels and 3-inch chambers, 
making it of potentially the most 
interest to the greatest number of 
readers. That’s because you can 
do everything a shotgun will do 
with this one. In addition to its 
attractive price, the combination of 

SpecificationS 

MSrp:   $636
gauge:   12
barrel length: 28-incheS

Sight:   red fiber-optic

lop:   14-incheS

finiSh:   Matte blue

StockS:  black Synthetic

Weight:  7-poundS

ontargetmagazine.com ontargetmagazine.com

1—built on the SaMe Single-gang-extractor, box-lock action aS the 
More-expenSive gold- and Silver-reServe ModelS, the Matte blue finiSh 
(at leaSt to uS) MeanS that We’re not afraid to toSS it in the truck, 
Scratch it up in the puckerbruSh, or take it out in foul Weather. the 
eventide MeetS all the criteria of a “Working gun”.

feel compelled to give them the 
feature-article space in the pages 
of On Target like we did with the 
current crop. The Silver Reserve 
line has now grown into a well-re-
spected, good quality, entry-level 
O/U shotgun.

The subject of this review is the 
least expensive shotgun of the six 
Silver Reserve models—the Even-
tide ($636). Basically an all-black 
version of the standard Silver Re-
serve, with an all-weather synthetic 

1

http://mtmcase-gard.com
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all-weather durability, shoot-anything 
28-inch barrels and 3-inch chambers 
for magnum loads let you hunt deer, 
waterfowl, turkeys, upland birds, 
varmints and other small game; protect 
your family and your home; and shoot 
trap, skeet, 5-stand and sporting clays. 
If I’ve left out anything a shotgun can 
do, be assured that the Mossberg Silver 
Reserve Eventide will get the job done.

Not surprisingly, the Eventide is 

designed with a box-lock action—as 
opposed to a side-lock, which is be-
coming increasingly rare and ungodly 
expensive. Lock-up was rock solid, 
even with the forearm removed. It 
features a single selective trigger, with 
the barrel selector being internally 
integrated into the sliding safety 
selector mounted at the aft end of the 
abbreviated top tang, directly behind 
the locking lever. Our sample gun had 
never been fired except for proofing, 
so everything was quite tight. That 

1—if you’re prone to abuSing 
your gunS in the field, and 
don’t Want to be burdened 
With the reSponSibility of keep-
ing fancy, high-gloSS Wood 
looking itS beSt, then Synthetic 
iS the furniture for you.
2—“Shoot anything” 
28-inch barrelS and 3-inch 
chaMberS for MagnuM loadS 
Make the eventide a very 
verSatile Shotgun. the gun 
coMeS With five choke tubeS 
ranging froM full to iM-
proved cylinder and a choke 
tube Wrench in a plaStic 
caSe. the red fiber-optic 
Sight Worked Well in all 
lighting conditionS.

was most obvious with the locking 
lever, which took a LOT of force to 
push to the right to open—and it was 
a long push before the muzzles finally 
dropped. The safety/barrel selector was 
better, but still was no piece of cake to 
operate. Mercifully, however, the safety 
does not automatically reset to on-safe 
every time the action is opened (the 
bane of clay target shooters). The trig-
ger exhibited a long take-up, roughly 
3/8ths of an inch, to a really hard wall, 
with just a hint of stacking before the 

ontargetmagazine.com
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break, which occurred at a consistently 
heavy 6.5 lbs. with either barrel. I’d 
call it an acceptable field trigger, but 
an awkward trigger for clay target 
shooting. The pull will undoubtedly 
get better with use.

The barrels are fitted with flush 
choke tubes, and accordingly flare out 
at the muzzles to provide space for the 
screw-in tubes. The gun comes with 
five choke tubes—in constrictions 
ranging from Full to Improved Cylin-
der—and includes a plastic case, choke 
tube wrench and a couple of Allen 
wrenches. The barrels feature ventilated 
mid and top ribs, with a red fiber-op-

1—if you’re the type 
of hunter or clay 
Shooting Who doeSn’t 
haphazardly throW 
gunS into the back of 
their truck, you Might 
Want to conSider one 
of MoSSberg’S preMi-
uM ShotgunS, like the 
beyond-itS-Sticker-
price looking gold 
reServe black label 
ShoWn here. With all 
the right featureS for 
clay ShooterS, and 
With Wood figure like 
thiS, itS $983 Sticker 
price Might be the o/u 
bargain of the century.

tic front sight mounted up front. The 
3-inch chambers are equipped with a 
single gang extractor—good news for 
clay target shooters, less so for hunters 
who prefer empties to be ejected.

The buttstock and forearm are made 
from matte black polymer with pointy 
molded-in checkering that provides 
a good grip. The butt is fitted with a 
not-too-cushy rubber pad; this would 
probably be our one recommended 
upgrade for Eventide owners.

Shooting the Silver Reserve Even-
tide produced no unusual results. The 
gun balanced and swung well, and if 
we were doing our part, hit all of the 

clays that were launched downrange. 
With 175 rounds through the Moss-
berg as of writing this — both in good 
and bad weather — the gun has done 
everything we’ve asked of it without 
hiccup, which is exactly what the end 
user of a shotgun like the Eventide is 
going to expect.

Overall, for the money, you’d be 
hard pressed to find a better quali-
ty, more versatile O/U shotgun for 
hunting or clay target shooting. See 
the Silver Reserve Eventide at your gun 
shop, or for more information contact 
O. F. Mossberg & Sons, Tel.: (203) 230-
5300; Web: www.mossberg.com 
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2—balancing Well, pointing Well, 
and With good ergonoMicS and firing/
Support hand traction, the eventide iS a 
great Shooter and Went bang every tiMe 
We pulled the trigger. the overly-hard 
buttpad could Stand to be iMproved 
upon, but that’S literally our only gripe 
… you’d be hard preSSed to find a bet-
ter all-Weather o/u for the Money. 

1
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Y
christensen arms

Ridgline rifle 
($2,099.99)

christensenarms.com  

WWW.ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM
 ENTER FOR FREE AT...

THE PRIZE PACKAGE IN THIS ISSUE’S 
Gun Giveaway Contest
includes a Christensen Arms 
carbon-fiber barreled Ridgeline 
rifle in .308 Win. and a Riton 3 
Conquer 6-24x50mm riflescope, 
with a combined retail value of 
$2,750. Enter for free online at
WWW.ONTARGETMAGAZINE.COM riton 3 conquer

6-24x50mm riflescope
($649.99)

Ritonoptics.com        
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