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Moysserre 940 Pre Thunoer RancH

MOSSBERG 940 PRO
THUNDER RANCH

A CUT ABOVE

To THIS DAY, A TACTICAL SHOTGUN
remains one of the most effective
self-defense firearms available. Hav-
ing used them for decades for duty,
SWAT, and home protection, a 12
gauge remains my favorite home/

office defense gun. While the pump
gun still has a foothold, the semi-
automatic shotgun has slowly taken
over in popularity. Modern versions
are lighter and more reliable and

provide easy employment of the
ubiquitous RDS (Red

Dot Sight), e

white-light illuminators, and other

accessories. One of the latest semi-

automatic shotguns to garner a solid

following is the Mossberg 940 Pro.

Well-built, reliable, and capable of
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running practice ammunition, the
940 Pro is gaining favor amongst
competitors, law enforcement, and
enthusiasts alike. One of Mossberg’s
latest offerings is the 2024 On
Target Editors’ Choice Award-win-
ning Thunder Ranch edition. Built
to the demanding specifications of
Clint Smith, this 940 Pro is a cut
above and may be the best buy in
a semiauto combat shotgun on the
market today.

MOSSBERG 940 PRO THUNDER RANCH

WHILE THE 940 PRO 1S ALREADY

an excellent shotgun, Clint Smith’s
decades of experience add just the

right amount of features necessary to

create a truly combat-ready shotgun.
The chamber size is 3 inch for those
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I—THE BOLT RELEASE AND KNURLED BOLT KNOB ARE BOTH ENLARGED FOR FAST AND POSITIVE MANIPULATION. BETWEEN THE CONTROLS
AND THE BEVELED AND WIDENED LOADING PORT, RELOADS WERE LIGHTNING-FAST. A SELF-CLEANING GAS SYSTEM AND CORROSION-RESISTANT
INTERNAL PARTS AND FINISHES KEEP THE 940 RUNNING RELIABLY THROUGH DIRTY, HIGH-ROUND-COUNT CONDITIONS.

€ — AT THE MUZZLE END OF THE 940 Pro THUNDER RANCH'S 18.50-INCH BARREL IS A HIGH-VISIBILITY RED FIBER-OPTIC SIGHT AND A
FIXED CYLINDER-BORE CHOKE. A BARREL CLAMP WITH BOTH M-LOK ACCESSORY SLOTS AND A SLING SWIVEL STUD IS A NICE TOUCH, AS IS THE
QD sLING SWIVEL CUP ON BOTH SIDES OF THE FOREND. THE FINISH IS A PATRIOT BRowN CERAKOTE.

occasions where full-power ammu-
nition is required. An optics-ready
receiver accepts micro red dots using
the now common RMSc pattern
and allows mounting close to the
receiver with a properly aligned red
fiber-optic front sight. The receiver
is also drilled and tapped to add

a rail if needed. The buttstock is
adjustable for length-of-pull (12.5 -
14.25”), cast, and drop and includes
QD sling cups on both sides. Up

front, the handguard also contains
QD sling cups. Mossberg’s “clean
running gas-vent system” and “quick
empty magazine release” keep things
running smooth and fast. The
full-length magazine tube, which
holds seven rounds plus one in the
chamber, includes a barrel clamp

with M-LOK mounts for lights

or other accessories. Coated in a
Patriot Brown Cerakote (which
actually has more of a greenish
tint to it), it’s finished off with the
Thunder Ranch logo.

RANGE TIME

ONE OF MY FIRST QUESTIONS
when it comes to a modern semi-
auto 12 gauge is will it run Federal
Top Gun ammunition. Not only

is this ammunition easier on the
shoulder, but also the pocketbook. It
is also similar in feel and function to
the low-recoil tactical ammunition,
making it solid practice fodder. 'm
happy to say that Mossberg’s 940
Pro runs low-recoil ammunition like
a charm, spitting out colorful hulls

‘ MOSSBERG 940 PRO THUNDER RANCH

CALIBER: 12 GAUGE, 3 INCH

Action TYPE:  SEMIAUTO

BARREL LENGTH:  18.50 INCHES

CHOKE: CYLINDER BORE

CapaciTY: 7+1

LOP: 12.50" 10 14.75”

SIGHTS: FronT Figer Opric/OpTic READY
FinisH: Parrior BRowN CERAKOTE
WEIGHT: 7.50 Pounps

MSRP: $1,295.00

as fast as I could pull the trigger and
stay on target. Switching to similar
loads from Winchester and a few
others also presented zero issues.
Nothing changed when switching

to the Federal Personal Defense
FORCE X2 at 1250 FPS and the
matching 1300 FPS TruBall rifled
slugs — function was flawless. There
were also no issues with the LE133

8 pellet at 1145 fps — pretty much
anything around 1200 FPS kicked
out with authority. Just to be sure,

I also fired a few (very few) rounds
using a 3” Federal load at 1325;
more recoil for sure, but not terrible,
and again it chewed it up with no
issues. Patterning is, well, the same as
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1—AT THE REAR, THE 940’S SYNTHETIC

FURNITURE IS COLOR-MATCHED TO THE
BARREL AND RECEIVER, AND THE BUTT-
STOCK IS ADJUSTABLE FOR LENGTH-OF-

PULL, CAST, AND DROP VIA SPACERS. QD

SLING SWIVEL CUPS CAN BE FOUND ON
EITHER SIDE OF THE BUTTSTOCK, WITH A
SLING SWIVEL STUD UNDERNEATH.

everything else using a cylinder bore
choke and Flight Control or similar:
pretty much one large hole out to
about 15 yards and opening up into
a fist-sized group out to 20-25 yards.
My test gun had a Holosun EPS car-
ry with a green LED, and it worked
perfectly, allowing for accurate shot
placement. It's mounted low enough
that it co-witnesses with the factory
front sight, making for a very fast
transition between the two.

FINAL THOUGHTS

MOSSBERG’S 940 PLATFORM HAS
proven very reliable, and this one’s
no exception. The biggest difference
out of the box was the QD cups on
the stock and forend. ’'m unsure
why, but companies don't tend to
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put them on shotguns, even tactical
versions. If you are going to use it for
defense or duty, or anywhere a sling
is needed, they are a must, and these
were very handy.

The trigger is crisp and fast, and
the Pro has some nice features like an
extended bolt handle and oversized

bolt release. The loading gate area
is beveled for multi-round loading,

2—WitH THE HELP OF THE HoLosun EPS, THE 940 Pro THUNDER RANCH
KNOCKED DOWN TARGETS AS FAST AS YOU COULD PULL THE TRIGGER. FRoM 2-3/4
INCH SPORTING AND LOW-RECOIL LOADS TO HOT FULL-BOAT 3~INCH BUCKSHOT AND
SLUGS, THIS GUN ATE IT ALL WITHOUT A SINGLE HICCUP OR COMPLAINT.
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saving your thumbs, and the quick
empty magazine release is a nice
touch. Overall, the base 940 Pro
Tactical is an excellent shotgun with
some very nice features — the Thun-
der Ranch edition only makes things
better. See it at your nearest dealer,
or for more information, contact

0.F. MOSSBERG & SONS, Tel: (203) 230-
5300; Web: MOSSBERG.COM—Dave Bahde

3—ADDING SIGNIFICANT UTIL-
ITY 70 THE 940 PRrO THUNDER
RANCH IS THE FACT THAT IT'S cUT
WITH THE POPULAR RMISC PATTERN
OPTIC MOUNT STRAIGHT FROM THE
FAcTORrY. WE usep HoLOSUN's
CLOSED-EMITTER EPS CARRY
OPTIC THROUGHOUT TESTING,
WHICH PERFORMED EXCEPTIONALLY
WELL. MOSSBERG’S FAMILIAR AND
AMBIDEXTROUS TANG SAFETY LEVER
IS ENLARGED AND TEXTURED FOR
EASY MANIPULATION.

WINCHESTER: THE LEADER IN STRAIGHT-WALLED AMMUNITION

Winchester 350 Legend & 400 Legend,
Legal for Deer Hunting

ALSO AVAILABLE IN: COPPER IMPACT® & POWER-POINT®

55353
LEGEND)

R CANTRIG

215 GRAIN

Visit Winchester.com to find a dealer near you!

@ WHERE CAN | BUY WINCHESTER AMMUNITION?

@ 2024 0lin Winchester, LLC

35503
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The World's Fastest Straight-Walled Hunting
Cartridge:

* More energy than 30-30 Win., 300 Blackout
and 223 Rem

* Approximately 20% less recail than 243 Win
with 20% mare penetration

* Less recoil than 450 Bushmaster

*Deer Season XP bullets used to generate all data

The 400 Legend is built to deliver
incredible ballistics for the most demanding
hunting situations including:

» Enerdy Equivalent to 450 Bushmaster with 20%
Less Recoil

* Over 20% More Energy than a 30-30 and 25%
More Energy than 350 Legend, with Greater
Penetration

» 100% More Energy & 55% Less Recoil than a
12-gauge slug

*Power Point bullets used to generate all data at 100 yards



http://www.mossberg.com

